BomBay Teachers’ Training college
 Motto of the Institution:
“SaaVidyaaYaaVimuktaye” (That is Knowledge which liberates)
 Statement of Purpose:
To enable learners to:
‘imagine’ with all their minds,
‘believe’ with all their hearts, and
‘achieve’ with all their might.
 Vision Statement:
To emerge as a centre of excellence in Teacher Education.
 Mission Statements:

To provide
experience-based
learning for holistic
development

To contribute to
national
development
through teacher
education

MISSION
STATEMENTS
To instill the spirit
of inquiry
through
educational
research

To foster innovative
and responsible
integration
of technology in
education

 Values Cherished:

Lifelong learning

Team Spirit

Multiculturalism

Ecoconsciousness

Scientific Temper
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From the Editorial Team

Through the decades, Bombay Teacher’s Training College has served with a clear vision of
building careers and enhancing the life of prospective teachers. The college has created a
benchmark in field of education. We proudly present to you, our annual college magazineMetamorphosis, which reflects the efforts, festivities and endeavors that aim at
metamorphosing our students into ‘the teachers of tomorrow’.
Metamorphosis is a panorama of the year 2015-2016 that will give you an insight into the
world of BTTC and the creativity and potentials of the students as well as the faculty. Every
page is a podium for students to forecast their holistic personality as a teacher, strengthen
their academic performance and create a benchmark of uniqueness.
We’d like to express our gratitude to our Principal, Dr. (Mrs) Mintu Sinha, for being our
support all through this and our other endeavors. The team also bids a warm adieu to the
outgoing batches for the successful completion of their course. We wish everyone the best for
their ventures, efforts and career.
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From the Principal’s Desk

We are indeed very happy to place in your hands the seventh edition of our college magazine
“Metamorphosis”. As you will observe, this magazine contains the developments in the
eventful academic year 2015-16 as also articles contributed by our faculty and students. I am
sure that your will find the magazine interesting and worth your time.
The academic life in the college is lively and the environment charged with desire to excel
and to break new grounds in academic experience. Of course, there were challenges thrown
by the revised B.Ed. curriculum and the numerous administrative strict compliance deadlines,
which put an undue strain on our limited resources. In spite of that we were able to undertake
a unique project of training cum workshops for teachers of primary and secondary
educational institutions. Our faculty shared their expertise in the area of soft skills, creativity
through Multiple Intelligences, Models of Teaching to the teachers of Adani Vidya Mandir at
Ahmedabad over a period of two days. The objective was to enhance soft skills and foster
creativity with the aim of improving the overall quality of teaching. We are tremendously
encouraged in our maiden attempt to receive glowing comments from the hosts. This
workshop was followed by another such teachers training program involving 35 teachers
from Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh and Maharashtra at a remote location at Tiroda ineastern
Maharashtra in the month of March 2016.
These interactions, I am confident, have improved our understanding of the challenges and
constraints faced by the schools in different geographical regions of our country and will
undoubtedly help us in chalking out the contents for more effective utilization of training in
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future. For us, this effort is just an extension of our persistent efforts to improve the quality
of teachers – a motto that we preach and practice
Another highlight of the academic year was the initiative to invite other colleges to view the
movie ‘Chalk and Duster’ together in a theatre. I believe that this was a good way to motivate
teachers as well as transact the analysis of an educational film, which is now a part of the
practicum component of the teacher education programme. The noted film actress Ms. Juhi
Chawla and the directorial team also graced the occasion. It was a wonderful experience to
have a movie show screened for an ‘all – teachers’ audience.
It is important for students to have opportunities to gain exposure to and interact with the
faculty from overseas. During the academic year I could invite faculty and experts from
University of East London, Melbourne, Dr. Helen Mitchell, University of West Georgia, Dr.
Beheruz Narima Sethna and La Trobe University, Dr. Mary Keeffe to conduct sessions in the
college. These intellectual gatherings exposed them to critical thinking skills. The effort
continued with a number of lectures by resource persons from across the city on various
topics that extended beyond the curriculum. This led to amalgamation of viewpoints to better
effect.
The college witnessed inspection committees and regulatory bodies such as Academic Audit
peer team, officials from Government of Maharashtra and University of Mumbai.
As the academic year comes to a close, we look back with deep pride at the year’s
achievements. With a renewed commitment to work for the third cycle of NAAC, we are
ready to expand the horizons of knowledge and skills by dreaming big and working hard. Our
vision is our guiding light-To emerge as a centre of excellence in teacher education.

It must be remembered that the purpose of
education is not to fill the minds of students with
facts…. It is to teach them to think, if that is
possible, and always to think for themselves.
-Robert Hutchins

The main hope of a nation lies in the proper
education of its youth.
-Desiderius Erasmus
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Letters from Dignitaries
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Maya Shahani, Chairperson, Shahani Group
As the Chairperson of the Thadomal Shahani Centre for Management (TSCFM), and as a Board
Member of HSNC Board, I firmly believe that the quality of teachers in educational institutions
determines the eventual quality of education and the credibility of the Institute.
The role of Bombay Teachers Training College in preparing excellent teachers is therefore,
imperative. While interacting with Industry leaders, TSCFM zeroed in on certain parameters, which
according to Industry makes the youth employable. Based on this, the teacher for the 21st century
should have the ability to ensure a professional work ethic, self starter ability, team working ability,
communication skills, problem solving ability, domain knowledge, cognitive and critical thinking
amongst other qualities for the affective development of the students.
She must create in them a value system which is a mixture of nationalistic and secular traditions. The
Shahani Group is building Unity in Diversity campuses in collaboration with the United Nations
Alliance of Civilizations. It is an arduous task and cannot be completed without high quality teacher
educators. The rich cultural diversity in India, inclusive education and multiculturalism have been a
part of the Education system. To impart this knowledge in a novel way, I am happy to see that BTTC
celebrates ‘Cultural Kaleidoscope’ where teacher trainees work on cultural presentations that impart
cultural literacy and promote cultural proficiency.
The Bombay Teachers Training College has undertaken to develop multifaceted skills among the
trainee teachers as well as the teacher educators. With inclusive education in mind, the preparing of
teachers for training children with special needs has also assumed importance.
To achieve these goals, the two year B.Ed. programme, instead of one, while posing an initial
challenge, will inspire BTTC to work with greater zeal to tweak the curriculum in novel ways to
emerge as a leading institute with innovative ideas.
My best wishes to Principal Dr Mintu Sinha, staff and teachers of Bombay Teachers’ Training
College for doing such a commendable job.
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A Peep into BTTC
Bombay Teachers’ Training College, a premier institute of education, is located in South
Mumbai - Colaba. It offers Post- Graduate and Under- Graduate teacher training courses to a
varied group of students ranging from Diploma in Early Childhood Education (D.E.C.E.) to
Diploma in Teacher Education (D.T.Ed) and Bachelor of Education (B.Ed). It also caters to
distance learners and research scholars through its Masters of Education (M.A. Education)
Programme and Research in Education respectively. BTTC is a government-aided private
college affiliated to the University of Mumbai and managed by the reputed Hyderabad (Sind)
National Collegiate (HSNC) Board. It has been re-accredited Grade ‘A’ (2011-16) by the
National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC).
The late Principal of Kishinchand Chellaram College, Dr. K. M. Kundnani and our founder
Principal, Dr. N. R. Parasnis initiated the work of the college in the K. C. College building in
April 1969. The college started functioning formally from 16th June 1969. In May 1991 the
college arrived at its present location in the prime locality of Colaba.
With a humble beginning in 1969, BTTC has become a Resource Center of Education due to
its prominent achievements in teacher training, post-graduate teaching and research,
educational publications, extension& community services, co-curricular activities and courses
on add-on skills.
The college runs three courses in the field of Education. The Bachelor of Education (B.Ed)
course of BTTC is affiliated to the University of Mumbai. Admission to this course is done
through the centralized C.E.T examination conducted by Maharashtra Knowledge
Corporation Limited (M.K.C.L). This year onwards, B.Ed. has become a degree that can be
completed in two years. Over the years the B.Ed. degree of the college has become a coveted
degree all over Mumbai.
Diploma in Teacher Education (D.T.Ed) is another course that was started in October 2005.
This is a two year course that is recognized by the Government of Maharashtra. This course
is highly recommended for government-aided schools.
Diploma in Early Childhood Education (D.E.C.E), a certificate course for Pre-primary
Education was started in the year 1989. It is a self -financed course by the Bombay Institute

15

of Education (BIE), the extension service wing of the Bombay Teachers’ Training College,
managed by the Hyderabad (Sind) National Collegiate Board.
The college takes great pride in articulating that the Alumni are serving esteemed educational
institutions in India as well as in the Middle East. The placement records also show that the
students are sought after by government-aided, private and international schools and colleges
all over Mumbai.

Management
The Hyderabad (Sind) National Collegiate (HSNC) Board was founded in 1949 by Barrister
Hot Chand G. Advani and Principal K. M.Kundnani. Both these eminent personalities played
a pioneering role in the field of Higher Education in Mumbai. Beginning with conventional
Degree Courses, the HSNC Board continued to set up institutions of specialized learning.
Today, the Board manages a chain of professional, vocational and job-oriented courses in
various disciplines. It is the largest educational corpus in Mumbai.
The HSNC Board has a tradition of academic excellence that runs right through an
interdisciplinary curriculum: Arts, Science, Commerce, Education, Law, Pharmacy,
Engineering, Computers, Management and Polytechnics.
The HSNC Board manages 29 educational institutions including secondary and higher
secondary schools, polytechnics, degree and post-graduate colleges with over 2,500 teaching
faculty and over 50,000 students. The Board is managed by a dedicated team of professionals
led by the President, Mr. Niranjan Hiranandani.
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Courses at BTTC
Bachelor of Education
The B.Ed. is a two-year full-time course for preparing teachers for secondary and higher
secondary classes. Graduate students from any discipline with a minimum of 50% marks are
eligible for the course. The admission procedure is centralized and is conducted by the
Directorate of Higher Education, Government of Maharashtra. The aspiring candidates have
to appear for the CET test and undergo the procedure of admission conducted by the
Directorate. The college is an aided-minority institution, and 50% of the 50 seats in the B.Ed.
Course are reserved for Sindhi minority candidates.

Diploma in Teacher Education
The two year D.T.Ed. Course prepares teachers for standards 1 to 8. It is recognized by the
NCTE and the Government of Maharashtra. The admission procedure for the course is
centralized and is conducted by the MSCERT. This course includes theory and practicum.

Diploma in Early Childhood Education
DECE is a certificate programme, which provides fundamental knowledge and skills needed
to work effectively with young children from Nursery to Standard 2. The academic courses
are combined with field placements. This enables students to gain an understanding of
children’s physical, emotional, and cognitive needs. The candidates with H.S.C qualification
and working teachers with genuine interest, aptitude and personality are preferred.

M.A. in Education
The college is a study centre for the Institute of Distance and Open Learning of the
University of Mumbai. The M.A. Education course is aimed at developing professionals for
effective participation in educational activity in different areas. The Post Graduate
Programme is an innovative course in Education which emphasizes both disciplinary &
professional dimensions of education. Admission is done by the IDOL at Kalina Campus.

Ph.D. in Education
The college also has a Research Centre and offers the Ph. D. in Education which is affiliated
to the University of Mumbai. The admission rules are as prescribed by the University.
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Beyond the Curriculum
Teaching is a skill that no statement can define to perfection. It is an art which needs to be
qualitatively and quantitatively upgraded from time to time. Likewise, the skills of a teacher
cannot be restricted to merely lecturing and imparting knowledge in pedagogy. A teacher is
required to be an artist, organizer and planner along with being a facilitator. Thus, learning
and acquiring new skills from time to time will enable us to be effective teachers.
We, at BTTC, therefore are not only trained to be effective pedagogy teachers but also a
number of add-on courses have been coupled with our University curriculum so that we
become multifaceted in all dimensions of teaching.
Computer Course
Nowadays everything is technology oriented. Everything is just a click away. To keep up
with this fast paced technology oriented generation, it is important that we future teachers are
well versed with the new technological avenues.
BTTC aims to foster innovative and responsible integration of technology in education,
keeping this mission in mind ICT sessions were planned for the student teachers. The motive
was to make us aware of the new technological up gradations in the field of Computers. The
ICT sessions trained us to adapt to the tech savvy world and also helped us to use ICT for
interactive and simulating sessions to enhance the quality of our teaching.
The sessions were held in BTTC ICT lab which is well equipped with high speed internet in
all the computers. These were conducted by Mr. Ranjeet, for two continuous weeks for a
period of 50 minutes every day. The ICT sessions were more like a refresher course for us
where we could revisit our basics on MS Word, MS Power Point and MS Excel.
The best part about these ICT sessions was when Mr. Ranjeet guided us to prepare MCQ test
on MS word. Although it was a difficult task initially with all the codes that we had never
come across before, with time and practice we all got well versed with the MCQ test. This is
one piece of knowledge that will be useful to us as future teachers in order to assess our
student’s level of understanding of a particular topic.
In MS. Excel, Mr. Ranjeet guided us to find percentage and prepare overall report of the
students’ marks, something that is extremely important for maintaining the records of
students throughout the year.
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All these efforts by BTTC are to ensure that we as a product of BTTC have maximum hands
on experience of all possible teaching aids that will help us become more creative and
interactive future teachers. BTTC in the true sense makes every effort to emerge as a centre
of excellence in teacher education.
Learning Language Digitally
The ‘Learning Language Digitally’ was a blended learning course which offered
us great opportunity to brush up our language skills. A seminar cum workshop was arranged
for us to improve our language and vocabulary skills in English. The seminar was held in
three different sessions where the level of difficulty was progressive at each successive step.
The software known as ‘Wordsworth’ has been installed in the computer lab where we
practiced different communication skills to enhance our professional competencies. We were
introduced to the pronunciation of the different words which were very technical but had a
different intonation and phonetics. The sessions were very interesting which seemed very
simple initially but as the difficulty level increased we were supported by our Teacher in
charge Ms. Neelu Verma who guided us with the steps and how to go about and deal with the
complex problems.
The WordsWorth Learning program contains video tutorials each enhanced with
computer graphics, interactive reading and spelling exercises, a phonemic approach involving
speech sounds, a complete step-by-step solution, unique rules for teaching the mechanics of
reading and spelling, strategies to enhance vocabulary repertoire and understanding, an
intuitive approach with no special training or technical knowledge required. It can be used for
remediating reading and spelling problems in an effective manner.
It was a head start for many learners and offered them an exposure to various
communication skills in language. It was a blended learning experience for us and which
ultimately helped us in brushing up our vocabulary which most of us felt we were unaware
of. There was an insight generated that helped us in self-reflection and analysis of where we
stand in the crowd. Overall it was a great experience and a great opportunity that provided us
great help and guidance during the entire course of this session.
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Integrating Technology in Education
“If we teach today like we taught yesterday, we rob our children of tomorrow.”
-John Dewey

“Technology is the wave of future”. In the modern times, the ‘knows’ and ‘how’s’ of
effectively being able to understand and use technology is imperative. It is also essential for a
teacher to be able to effectively integrate technology with education.
Keeping this in mind, the college had
taken the initiative of organizing an addon course for learning to use the
Interactive White Board for the B.Ed.
students. The course was conducted by
our faculty member- Mr. Ranjeet. The
entire class was divided into two groups.
We were taught about operating this
new software- step by step. We were
also explained the benefits of the
software. The major benefit being, that
as teachers we can integrate multiple items into our lesson plan such as documents, photos,
music and videos which will make our lesson innovative and interactive.
In order to make us better understand the application of the software, each student had to
prepare a demo lesson on their respective pedagogies and demonstrate the same to the class.
This practice was very helpful and had dual benefits. We not only learnt how to use the
software but also gained confidence towards preparing a lesson and demonstrating the same.
Thus, this was a very interactive and learning experience for all of us and this easy-to-use
technology definitely ensures that the student teachers are up to date with the 21st century
skills.
Creative Crafts
One such add-on course offered to the B.Ed students is Creative Crafts. This course was
conducted in the First Semester of our two-year B.Ed Program. The course was facilitated by
our dear faculty incharge Dr. (Mrs.) Mandeep Kochar. We were introduced to the basics of a
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number of craft activities which could be
cherished and effectively used in the course of
teaching. Ideally, craft is associated with primary
school teachers. However, owing to the dynamic
nature of the present era’s schooling system, it is
essential that even future secondary and higher
secondary school teachers be trained in crafts.
Thus, the need for this course in B.Ed is relevant and essential.
Under the guidance of our mentor Dr. (Mrs.) Mandeep Kochar we learnt the below
mentioned crafts:
1. Paper Bag – using newspapers or fancy paper
2. Pop-up greeting cards –Can be prepared for any occasion
3. Envelope – which can be made for the greeting card or for any other purpose like
presenting money to acquaintances on occasions
4. Flower Making – flowers made with stocking, tissues and ribbon. A variety of flowers
can be made using ones imagination and creativity
5. Quilling Art – this can be used to decorate artefacts, envelopes, gifts, frames , etc
6. Decorating pots/diyas – the simple basic pots/diyas used in our house can be
decorated and beautified using paints, etc other decorative items
7. Artificial Rangoli- to make the ambience of our house serene, this rangoli can be used
innumerable times
8. Tie & Die – the traditional Bandhni art of Gujarat which can be practised at home
using dyeing colours and plain cotton cloth
The skills acquired during this class will help us not only in our teaching career but it will
also be useful in our day-to-day lives. Apart from being a professional, someday we are
bound to be homemakers, too. These skills therefore will prove to be handy to make the
ambience of our homes unique and attractive.
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OUR FACULTY
Dr. (Mrs) Mintu Sinha

Magnanimous

Upholder

Intriguing

MINTU

Noteworthy

Thoughtful

Mrs. Meenakshi Lath
Mysteriou
s
Innocent

Exemplar

Humble

Enlightening
MEENAKSHI

Spiritual

Noble
Knowledge
able

Alive

Dr. Rajeev Jha
Resourceful

Artistic

Versatile

RAJEEV
Exceptional

Jubliant
Expert
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Dr Mandeep Kaur Kochar
Motherly

Affable

Peaceful

MANDEEP
Engager

Novel

Entertainer

Dependable

Dr. Mohammad Azam Ansari

Agile

AZAM

Motivator

Zealous

Affective

Bold

Dr. Bhagwan R. Balani
Nifty

Honest

BHAGWAN
Amazing

Aspirant

Wellwisher
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Generous

Dr. Manisha Tyagi

Melodious
Attractive

Adorable

MANISHA
Helpful

Natty

Savy

Interesting

Dr. Lubna Mansuri
Lovely

Angelic

Upbeat

LUBNA

Notable

Mrs. Neelu Verma

Beautiful

Neverfailing

Efficient

Unique

NEELU

Leader
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Encourager

Mrs. Raju Talreja

Robust

Understan
ding

RAJU

Awesome

Jovial

Mrs. Rashmi Sinha

Rational
Intelligent

Apt
RASHMI

Sharp

Merry
Hearty

Dr. Priya Pillai
Persistent

Alluring

Reliable

PRIYA

Young
@heart
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Integral

Mr. Naresh L. Menghrajani
Noetic
Hardworki
ng

Admired

NARESH
Sensible

Regular

Exclusive

Ms. Sapna Chhabria

Star

Aesthetic

Altruistic
SAPNA

Natural

Mr. Ranjeet Kalaskar

Positive

Renowned
All
important

Trustworthy

RANJEET
Extraordinary

Energetic
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Notable

Jestful

GEMS OF BTTC
The vision of BTTC is to emerge as a centre of excellence in teacher education. Team spirit
and egalitarianism are some of the values cherished and imparted by BTTC. The faculty and
students of BTTC have excelled in various spheres of individual as well group endeavors and
brought laurels to the institution.
We congratulate our faculty member Dr. (Mrs.) Meenakshi
Lath on achieving her doctoral degree.
Here is a list of our student achievers who have made us
proud:


Ankita Naidu
o 1 st place in 10thMumbai district Ash-te-do championship2015 in Hastakala event.
o 1 st place in 10th Maharashtra state Ash-te-do championship2015 in Hastakala event.
o 1 st place in 10th National Ash-te-do championship2015 in Padsantulan event.
o 1 st place in 2 nd World Martial arts games 2015 in Padsantulan.



SaminaAgwan
o 1 st place in Sir Rustom P Masani Inter Collegiate Elocution Competition organized by
The K.R.Cama Oriental Institute,Mumbai.
o 2 nd in All-Mumbai Intercollegiate Elocution at Eco fest Planit-E 2015-16 organized
by St.Teresa’sInstitute of Education, Santacruz.



3rd place in Jashn-E-Rizvi Intercollegiate Event Telly Games organized by Rizvi College,
Bandra(W),Mumbai:
o Meenakshi Trivedi
o Nida Zehra Mir
o Payal Gupta
o Kanchan Chauhan
o Nawzad Patel
o PiyushTripathi
o YogendraTripathi
o MamtaHatkar.
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Priyadarshni Scholarship 2015
o Payal Gupta
o JyotiDube
o Arshi Shaikh
o Aliya Sayyed
o Kanchan Chauhan
o Ankita Naidu

BTTC is proud of their students’ achievements and always encourages the students to
identify their potential and provides platforms to the students to make the most of their talents
and skills.

Education is the most powerful weapon
which you can use to change the world.

Nelson Mandela
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UGC SPONSORED NATIONAL CONFERENCE
Beyond Bias and Barriers: Celebrating Gender Equality
The UGC-Sponsored two-day National Conference was held on the campus of Bombay
Teachers’ Training College in Mumbai on the 8th - 9th September, 2015. The college is
situated in one of the most prime locations of the city and made a delightful venue for the
conference. Thirty one participants from different educational institutions along with the
faculty members of BTTC had many fruitful discussions and exchanges that contributed to
the success of the conference.
With the Supreme Court landmark judgment to include ‘transgender’ as the third gender in
society and giving them due recognition, the institution took this as an opportunity to take
views and opinions of the educational fraternity not only in this regard but also on the issues
related to men, women and transgender community. The proposal of this conference was
accepted by UGC for sponsoring the event. The sub themes of the conference were as under:


Laws and Policies for Gender Mainstreaming



Women in Politics and Education



Media and Gender Equality



Global Perspectives on Gender Diversity

The inaugural session was held on 8th
September, 2015. The Chief Guest for the
event

was

Hon’ble

Shri

Swadhin

Kshatriya, Chief Secretary, Government
of Maharashtra. He inaugurated the
conference and highlighted the schemes
and policies run by the government of
India

and

Maharashtra

related

to

upliftment and empowerment of women.

Dr Mintu Sinha with Hon'ble Sh Swadhin
Kshatriya and Ms Shaina NC

The guest of honour was Ms Shaina N.C., BJP spokesperson and social activist. She
highlighted, ‘Youth is no future, it is the present”. She considered women as supporters and
motivators of other women. The Keynote Address was given by Adv. Audrey D’mello,
Programme Director, Majlis Legal Centre. She spoke about laws and policies on women and
how they are often not translated into reality. The other resource persons were Dr. Moly
Kuruvilla, Director, Centre for Women’s Studies, University of Calicut who dealt with the
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sub-theme ‘Women in Education and Politics’. Dr. Anjali Monteiro and Dr. K.P.
Jayasankar, Associate Professors from School of Media and Cultural Studies, TISS,
Mumbai spoke on the sub theme, ‘Media and Gender Equality’. They brought out different
ways of dealing with gender bias through their short video clips produced by their
department.
The forum was open for discussion and queries
from the delegates were addressed by the expert
speakers. The questions were about ways to
appreciate cultural and gender diversity and how
to deal with gender issues in the classroom. The
inaugural session of the conference ended with a

formal vote of thanks.

Inaugurating the Conference

Two parallel technical sessions were held post lunch. Dr. Moly Kuruvilla, Director, Centre
for Women’s Studies, University of Calicut was the chairperson for the technical session one.
Eight papers were presented out of which six were research papers and the remaining were
conceptual papers. Dr. Meena Kute, Principal, PVDT College, SNDT University, Mumbai,
was the chairperson for technical session two. Seven papers were presented out of which two
were research papers and five were conceptual papers. In all, fifteen papers were presented on
the first day. These ranged from gender stereotyping, constitutional safeguards to ensure
dignity of women, gender performitivity among others.
Day two of the
conference

began

with an overview of
the proceedings of
day
session

one.

The

continued

with the address of
Advocate Irfan Engineer, Director, Centre for Study of Society and Secularism and Editor,
Indian Journal of Secularism, who spoke on the sub theme, ‘Laws and Policies for Gender
Mainstreaming’. He was of the opinion that we do not need any more laws. What we need to
fix is the attitude of the people. He said that strength and courage are not gender based. He
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also stressed on the importance of urban and rural planning, infrastructure facilities and
public amenities in gender mainstreaming.
Another resource person for the day, Dr. Kanchana Mahadevan, Head, Department of
Philosophy, University of Mumbai, spoke on the sub theme, ‘Global Perspectives on Gender
Equality’. She articulated that in India the feminist movement is very self-critical and this is
something we need to learn from. An attitudinal change requires that we turn to the past and
listen to the voices that have been silenced- which is mainly that of women. She expressed
that academic feminism can contribute to an attitudinal change for gender equality.
Two parallel technical sessions were held post lunch. The chairperson for technical session
three was Dr. Sybil Thomas, Principal, St. Xavier’s Institute of Education, Mumbai. Eight
papers were presented in this session. Technical session four had Dr. Ramandeep Sachdeva,
Director, Greenhatz Edventure Education Company, as the chairperson. Eight papers were
presented in this session as well. A total of sixteen papers were presented on day two. Papers
ranged from female entrepreneurship, women and higher education, media and gender
equality, financial gender equality in Islam among others.
This Conference Proceedings volume contains
the written versions of the contributions
presented during the two days of the
conference.
We would like to thank all participants for
their involvement in the conference and for
their contributions to these proceedings.

Faculty and Delegates at the Conference

Special thanks to Dr. (Mrs.) Mintu Sinha,
Principal Bombay Teachers’ Training College, Mumbai for her valuable message for the
proceedings. Thanks to our publisher for bringing out this publication.
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OUR BEST PRACTICES
BTTC Week Celebrations
BTTC week is a unique feature and also the best practice of our college since 1979. During
this week, a series of intercollegiate and interschool competitions are conducted. A number of
intra class competitions such as rangoli, flower decoration and cookery are also conducted as
part of the week.
DAY 1
Panel Discussion- Building and Nurturing Adolescent Resilience on the 23 rd Feb, 2016
A panel discussion on a specific theme is conducted every year as a part of the celebration of
the BTTC week. The main aim is to ponder over contemporary issues in education and is an
intellectual and interactive learning experience for the students, faculty members and all the
other participants. The theme for the discussion this year was ‘Building and Nurturing
Adolescent Resilience’.
Panelists were from various esteemed institutions; those who are educational leaders and
have brought about a change in today’s education system.
The Panelists for the discussion were:


Mrs. Farzana Dohadwala- Senior Academic Director, DY Patil International School



Mrs. Radhika Sinha- Prinicipal, Aditya Birla world Academy



Mrs. Mona Seervai- Prinicipal, Bombay International School



Mrs. Revathi Srinivasan- Prinicipal, Smt. Sulochanadevi Singhania School



Mrs. Merzeen Doctor- Principal, Chatrabhuj Narsee School
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“The day a child realizes that all adults are imperfect, he becomes an adolescent. The day
he forgives them, he becomes an adult. The day he forgives himself he becomes wise.”
Our principal Dr. Mrs. Mintu Sinha rightly quoted during the inaugural session, “Resilience
is a driving factor which decides who succeeds and who fails.”
Mrs. Manju Nichani (Principal of KC College) addressed the gathering and endorsed that a
teacher is the sunshine who imparts light and keeps nothing for self. According to her,
teachers are role models and have ability to change the society.
Mrs. Farzana Dohadwala taught us the ABCE of teaching. A stands for Attitude, B stands for
being reflective, C stands for Conducive social relationships and E stands for Emotional
Stability. These are not restricted to teacher but can also be related to life of an individual.
Mrs. Radhika Sinha rightly stated that school is a miniature of the world. Education should be
beyond boundaries and work towards developing life skills. Wise words which she shared
with all of us, “Life is not about waiting for the storm to pass, but learning to dance in the
rain.”
Mrs. Mona Seervai described resilience as elasticity to bounce back to its original shape.
Mrs. Revathi Srinivasan gave beautiful examples of real life instances of some students from
her school, Kavya and Vikramaditya-students with special needs. Both with many other
children are enjoying inclusive education in school. She also gave a lovely example of
Dominos, that how parents unknowingly transfer their anxiousness to children.
Mrs. Merzeen Doctor taught us a new word “happenstance” which is the outcome of happen
and circumstance. Happenstance is a normal term and can be called as walking with the flow
and its relation with adolescence. A lovely video “Shifts Happen” stirred the minds of people
in the auditorium.
Challenges and obstacles are a part of life and when one faces them, it gives them the power
to make victories. Emotions are with individuals just as thoughts. Hence should be managed
effectively to equip oneself to bounce back in life.
There is a very fine line between what we have to do and what we want to do. One is by
choice and the other by compulsion. There are two major aspects of resilience, one is the
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inner strength and the other is the outer support. Teachers, family and friends play an
important role in an adolescent’s life.
Accept yourself the way you are. Self-Motivation is like a ladder where one goes up and
down with time. What helps in that state is the power of Resilience? Choosing a resilient role
model and scaffolding provided by a teacher is of immense significance to an adolescent.
“Resilience is all about being able to overcome the unexpected. Sustainability is about
survival. The goal of Resilience is to Thrive.”
Intra-Class Dance Competitions on 23rd Feb, 2016
BOMBAY TEACHERS' TRAINING COLLEGE conducts various competitions to recognize
and appreciate the talents of the student teacher. The competition was organized on 23rd Feb,
2016. "NUPOOR". The theme of the competition was 'Indian folk dances'. The vivacious
dancers set the floor on fire with their energetic performances. the fun filled extravaganza
offered folk dance from Rajasthan. The spectators bore witness to the enthusiasm and energy
of the young dancers as they enthralled everyone with their performances. Each team had
unique way in presenting their themes. They had come up with their own creative means in
term of costume, choreography and setting .Which were apt to theme. The winning teams
were rewarded with merit certificates. It was a day of fabulous visual treat to everyone
gathered .
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DAY 2
Poster Making and Drawing Competitions on 24th Feb, 2016
The Poster making and drawing competition was held on the 24th of February, 2016. The day
started with the inter school poster competition for the secondary section.
The president for the program was our Principal -Dr. (Mrs.) Mintu Sinha and the judges for
the day were Ms. Zaveri Bhanshali and Ms. Darshini J. Dedhia. The theme for the poster
making competition was ‘Save Water Save Life’. The time limit for making the poster was 1
hour. It was amazing to see the young minds put their creativity on the posters. There were 18
students who participated for the poster making competition. Out of the 18, we had 3 prizes
for the best posters. The winners of the competition were the students from Queen Mary
School who were received the “Rotating Trophy”. The second prize and third prize was won
by the participants of JBCN School and Sir JJ High School.
The second half of the day was continued by the Drawing Competition for the Primary
section. There were 20 students from different schools who participated for this competition.
The time limit allotted for the competition was 1 hour. These little minds were very creative
and they silently focused and concentrated on their drawings.
The judges had a tough time choosing the winners as the competition was at par. The 1st
prize was awarded to Vidhi Gala of the DPYA High School. The 2nd prize winner was
Naisha Jain of St. Agnes High School. And the 3rd prize winner was Ojaswni Jashi of Navy
Children School. There was also a consolation prize given to Heena Mondal of St. Agnes
High School. The trophy for the Team performance was awarded to Sana Khan and Rabia
Atlaswala of Anjuman Islam English High School. The competitions were successfully
conducted by the faculty members – Dr. Lubna Mansuri and Ms. Priya Pillai with assistance
from the college volunteers.
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Inter School Poetry Recitation Competition on 24 th Feb, 2016
The Interschool poetry Recitation Competitions were organized on the 24th of February. It
was the 2nd day of BTTC week and was exciting as the secondary school poetry recitation
was in the first half and primary section in the second half. Dr. M. A. Ansari, Mrs. Neelu
Verma and Mrs. Raju Talreja coordinated the whole programme.
The judges for the competition were Ms. Surekha Balasubramanian, Ms. Neelam Lakhani
and Ms. Mitali Rudra. The event began with a small prayer dance performed by our very own
student teachers of D.T.Ed.
The participants from each school were to recite poems in pairs of two, selecting poems in
Hindi and English. The morning session commenced, wherein the school participants recited
poems beautifully with grace and expression on various heart touching topics. They
impressed one and all present in the audience with their rendition of their poems. But in the
end someone had to take the trophy so the winners for the secondary section were:

The first position was grabbed by Queen Mary High school both in English as well as Hindi
poetry and so they were also given the Rotating Trophy for the Secondary Section.
Like the outstanding performances given by the secondary section, the primary school
participants too recited poetry with the same zeal and enthusiasm. The judges were Prof.
Vidyanand Joshi, Ms. Sandhya and Ms. Ashraf Nurani.
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All the participants presented their poems beautifully. Their innocence could be seen in the
way they recited each poem. Their age, by no means, dampened their confidence. It was
delightful to see each child perform. It was indeed a splendid experience to witness such
budding talents from various schools recite poems with great levels of confidence, which we
as teachers are always taught to encourage at BTTC.
As rightly said by Rumi,” Poetry can be dangerous, especially beautiful poetry, because it
gives the illusion of having had the experience without actually going through it.”

DAY 3
Inter-collegiate Personality Contest on 25th Feb, 2016
The inter-collegiate personality contest was organized on the 25th of February. The Guest of
Honour was Ms. Chandana Mandal (Dy. Commissioner of K V Sangathan Mumbai). The
eminent judges were Ms. Ashu Sharma (Professional Singer), Ms. Kiran Sachdev
(Professional Singer) and Mr Rajan Kumar (Actor and Performing Artist).
The program started with the welcome speech where the college profile was shown,
followed by invocation and lighting of lamp by the judges. The guests were welcomed
and the rules of the contest were explained by the students of the B.Ed. There were in all
21 teams from different colleges, each team comprising of two participants.
In the 1 st round the participants had to introduce themselves in 1 minute. In part A of the
2 nd, round flash cards were to be shown to the participants followed by three options
which were shlokas of Indian Saints, songs of celebrities and slogans of freedom fighters.
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In part B of the 2nd round, each participant had to answer the question posed by one of the
judges, the one whose name the chit picked by the participant bore.
The 3 rd round was the display round were the participants had to walk on the ramp give
their last impression. Later on the judges gave their impressions about the contest and the
result was announced by Dr. (Mrs) Mintu Sinha. All the participants were awarded with
participation certificates. The winner was crowned and given the title of “Most Promising
Teacher 2015-16”. Student-teachers from H.J College bagged the rotating trophy. The
program concluded with a vote of thanks.

Inter Collegiate Hum-Tum Duet Dance Competition on 25 th Feb, 2016
As a part of the afternoon session on the third day of BTTC week the college conducted
Hum-Tum Duet Dance Competition. The program commenced with the welcome speech
followed by the introduction of the guests and reading of the rules. The judges for the
competition were Mr. Anshumali Ruparel, Mrs. Hetal Karmarkar and the chief guest for the
event was Mr. Rajan Kumar. Participants from sixteen colleges participated in the Hum-Tum
Duet Dance Competition.
Some of the participating colleges included St. Xavier’s Institute of Education, Oriental
College of Education, Gandhi Shikshan Bhavan’s Surajba College of Education and MCT
College of Education. A very entertaining show was put up by all the participants. They put
up amazing dances on different themes and also incorporated the use of props in their dance.
One of the colleges took the aid of power point to depict the sound of rain to enhance their
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performance. The audience thoroughly enjoyed the show and it was a good end to the 38th
BTTC Week.
The program was concluded by the judges addressing the audience and giving their
impressions on the event. One of the judges Mrs Hetal Karmarkar also performed a few
dance steps which were appreciated by everyone.

The event was concluded by the

distribution of participation certificates by the Principal and declaration of the result. The
winners of the competition were the participants from Royal College of education, the first
runner up were from Chembur Sarvankash Shastra Mahavidyalaya and the second runner up
from Pushpanjali College of Education.

Intra-class Rangoli, Cookery and Flower Decoration Competitions on 23rd to 25th Feb,
2016
There were a series of intra- class competitions which were organized for the B.Ed students.
These included flower arrangement, cookery and rangoli making. Flower arrangement and
cooking competition were held on the first day and rangoli competition on the last day of the
BTTC week celebrations.
The cooking competition had two parts – sweet and savory. These dishes were to be prepared
from home. A small presentation was required for the competition which included providing
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the description of the dish. There was definitely a lot of creativity to be seen in the various
dishes prepared. The efforts of all the participants were clearly evident in the mouth watering
dishes.
The flower arrangement competition was conducted in pairs and every pair had to bring their
own materials which included the flowers, basket and any other decorative material which
they wished to use. The participants were actively engaged in decorating the flowers and
presenting it in the most attractive manner. It was also a new area for the participants since
most of the students had never participated in such a type of competition before.
Finally, the rangoli competition was a group competition in which each group comprised of
4-5 members. The students created beautiful rangolis on every floor each giving a very
beautiful message. One of the groups made an ‘edible rangoli’ which was created using food
articles like biscuits. Thus, every group had something innovative to add to the competition.
Thus, the intra class competitions were truly enjoyable and made everyone embrace their
creative side as the students participated with immense zeal and enthusiasm making it a
success.
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Cultural Kaleidoscope
Bombay teachers’ training college has a wonderful tradition of celebrating the cultural
kaleidoscope. The cultural kaleidoscope means celebrating different cultures, wherein
different States of India are represented by their traditions, food, culture, ideas, beliefs, dress,
etc. Every year the B.Ed batch is divided into groups, each group representing one of the
zones i.e., the North zone, South Zone, West Zone or East zone.
The Northerners
On the 31 st of October a cultural presentation was presented by the North Zone. The group
members put great efforts to depict the culture of the north zone which included the states of
Jammu Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh, the newly formed Uttaranchal, Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana
and Himachal Pradesh.
The presentation included a skit, dance performances and singing. There was a delicious
spread of food for the faculty members. The students also took a lot of efforts to decorate the
classroom and took care of many other minor details. The show was attended by all the
students of the different courses i.e. DECE, D.T.Ed and B.Ed. The dress code for the event
was Rajasthani /Punjabi attire. The show was a huge success and it was successfully executed
under the guidance and mentorship of our faculty members Dr. (Mrs) Mandeep Kochar and
Mrs. Neelu Verma.
Finally, the show was concluded by the feedback of the Principal- Dr. (Mrs) Mintu Sinha.
She motivated the students by encouraging them to participate in similar events in the future
and inspiring us to be successful teachers and leaders. This was followed by vote of thanks
given in Punjabi language. All the members thanked the students and faculty members for
their co-operation and ended the event with fun, frolic and dance.
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The Westies Travels
The Cultural presentation was organized on the 28th of November, 2015. The theme of the
show was 'Westies travels' representing the west, where the entire show was depicted through
a bus journey. The states covered by the western zone were – Goa, Maharashtra and Gujarat.
There was a traditional lunch organized by the team for the Principal and the faculty
members, the lunch included dishes of all the three states. Tremendous efforts were put in by
the students and the mentor teachers to put the show up together successfully. The west zone
was depicted by a play, a bus journey from Goa to Gujarat via Maharashtra. The show had
various dances from the three states. There was a Goanmando dance followed by the
Maharashtrian dance and then the Gujarati dance. The students performed with immense
confidence and the audience enjoyed the show.
It was an amazing experience for all the students to learn, accept, and respect different
cultures and traditions of India. It enabled everyone to celebrate and create tolerance for the
diversity that exists in our country. The celebration of cultures within different states allowed
everyone to learn about the diverse cultures existing in our nation.
Over all it was a wonderful show put forth by the student teachers and the message behind
the show ‘Unity in Diversity’ was delivered successfully with the guidance of the mentors
Dr. Lubna J. Mansuri and Dr. Ansari M.A.
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Southerners
On 29 th February, 2015 we organized the second half of cultural kaleidoscope, which
included the South group and the Sindhi-East group. The event was merged with parents
teachers meet. The level of excitement was elevated as the students were energized to
perform in front of their parents. Students had geared themselves from the beginning and it
was evident on stage, with their flawless performance. A very beautiful invitation card was
designed by the students for the principal and teachers; the card was appreciated by the
principal as well as by the teachers. The event started with refreshments in the library for the
staff and for the parents. Idli, dal vada and sambhar chutney had to be in the menu along with
chilled chhaas, the menu was prepared by the students themselves. Students, staff and parents
assembled on the 9th floor lecture hall after which the programme commenced.
The skit was very well acted by the students, the setting of the skit was a hostel in south
where students from different cultures come in and they get confused, irritated and also
ragged by a few girls from the south, the girls then realize their mistake and they apologize
and the skit is concluded by the celebration of Onam festival. In between the skit the students
splendidly performed a ‘Bharatnatyam’ dance and a ‘Kerala’ dance; the dances were the main
highlight of the event. Students had also prepared a presentation for the audience to get a
deeper understanding of the south zone it gave information about the culture, customs,
tradition, celebration of festivals and the famous eatery, and the dressing in southern culture.
The singing group melodiously sang a malyalam song and a kannad song; it was very well
enjoyed by the audience. The programme concluded with a vote of thanks by one of the
southerners.
The programme made the students appreciate the beauty of south by means of their customs
and traditions and celebrations. The students worked collectively in order to make the
programme a success; it would not have been possible without the mentors, Mrs. Meenakshi
Lath and Dr. (Mrs) Priya Pillai and the resource persons for the CCRT; Dr. Rajiv Jha and Dr.
(Mrs.) ManishaTyagi.
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SINE (Sindhi & North-East Zone)
The CCRT based Cultural Kaleidoscope for the Sindhi & North-East Zone was held on the
30th March 2016. Cultural Kaleidoscope was a great exposure to the traditions of the different
cultures of India which we experience at BTTC. Right from the practice to the celebrations
on the final day everything can always be remembered as a beautiful portrayal with a blend of
experiences that we experienced. Our mentors for the Sindhi & North-East group was Ms.
Raju Talreja and Dr. Bhagwan Balani who put in all their heart and soul right from day one to
bring out the best in all the group members. Our mentors were always there to guide and
support us throughout the entire time who participated actively in recognizing our strength
and weaknesses. The execution of the skit during our practice which seemed to be raw there
was a progressive growth and added finesse to our acting skills exhibited beautifully with full
dedication and hard work.
There was a sense of achievement which was felt by all of us when we received appreciation
and credibility from our Respected Principal Ma’am and the other staff members. There were
various elements which were a part of the group work and executed beautifully right from the
skit, song, dance and the CCRT kit based presentations. The food display and the hospitality
offered were excellent and various cuisines which were indigenous to Sindh and North East
state was presented. The remarkable cuisines of Sindh were ‘Dal Pakwaan’, ‘Singhar ki
Mithai’, ‘Sindhi Paratha’ which were appreciated by our Principal Ma’am and the faculty
members. Team spirit was truly depicted with the way the entire plan worked out was much
more than what we expected since our only goal was to give our best and with full
enjoyment. The decoration was very soothing with all the members giving their best shot to
be innovative. We are really grateful to our CCRT Teacher incharge Dr. Rajeev I. Jha to help
us out with the CCRT kit based pictures. Lastly we would like to thank our Respected
Principal Ma’am Dr. (Mrs.) Mintu Sinha and all the faculty members for their support.
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Student Portfolio
B.T.T.C at core promotes learning through reflection. The review and reflection on learning
outcomes prove to be of great value in order to decide the new goals of learning. In order to
achieve this objective our institution has designed and developed a format for individual
portfolio of student teachers. This Best Practice was initiated in the year 2010-11. The
portfolios of the individual student teachers developed by the institution derive from the
visual and performing arts tradition in which student teachers showcase their
accomplishments and personally favoured works. All students of the D.E.C.E, D.T.Ed and
B.Ed have their own portfolios. At the end of the academic year a job fair takes place where
student’s portfolio represents them, it tells a particular story about themselves.
A portfolio is a purposeful collection of selective significant samples of students work
accompanied by clear criteria for performance which is an evidence of student’s effort,
progress or achievements. It gives students a platform to show their talents and allow for
diverse means of demonstrating competency. Students are guided by their teachers to
maintain a portfolio so that it provides evidence of students’ knowledge, skill, abilities and
growth.
By maintaining a portfolio B.T.T.C’s student teachers learn new experiences, methods and
skills as they see the other students collate their work. They develop skills like time
management, systematic, organizational skills and creativity and introspection skills. . It also
helps them to present themselves in a concise and yet holistic manner. They have a unique
confidence and aura surrounding them when they step outside in the teaching world. Portfolio
shows the dedication, responsibility and goal oriented essence of the student to the onlooker.
The student portfolio helps student teachers consciously learn and explore their strengths and
weaknesses, threats and opportunities that come their way.
Also creating, maintaining, and assessing student portfolio in an extensive B.Ed course is
definitely a time-consuming endeavour and it is also far more challenging to maintain
consistent and reliable evaluations of student achievement across different domains.
Portfolios developed by the student teachers have helped them in capitalizing on their natural
tendency to showcase their work and an effective way to get them to take a second look and
think about how they could improve future work. It’s a yearlong celebration of achievements
where student step outside with their head held high!
45

Lens Series
The LENS Series - Learning Experientially Novel Strategies
“The world is the true classroom. The most rewarding and important type of learning is
through experience, seeing something with our own eyes.”
-Jack Hanna
The LENS Series was introduced in 2007-08, with the intention of drawing lessons from
popular culture while making learning a joyful experience for the student teacher. Mass
media and culture affects many aspects of our life including education. The new trends and
cultural differences also enable students and teachers to understand the different topics in
education from a broader perspective. This strategy is a shift from the traditional method of
teaching to experience based learning.
Learning in this method makes the student teachers co-relate the theoretical learning with the
practical application. Through movies or educational videos the students gain inspiration
through the stories of others and try to mould themselves accordingly.
This year an initiative was taken to revamp the LENS series. The students were given an
outdoor experience where a special screening of the movie ‘Chalk and Duster’ was organized
for all the student teachers. The movie was inspiring to all the teachers and it made us realize
to keep up hope in the most difficult of times, this was a very powerful message.
The movie was followed by an interactive discussion on the theme of the movie and many
students took the opportunity to put across their views. This was a unique learning experience
and everyone surely gained a lot from the movie as well as the constructive discussion which
took place after.
The practice therefore continues to maintain its reputation in terms of encouraging reflective
thinking, building new perspectives and communication skills through healthy debates and
discussions.
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Chalk and Duster
As the name says it all, ‘Chalk and Duster’ is a movie based on the life of teachers; the
challenges that they face and through the movie the director, Jayant Gilatar, has tried to give
the teachers a nudge to raise their voice and stand for their rights. The movie was released on
15th January, 2016. The star cast includes the legendary actress, Shabana Azmi and along
with Juhi Chawla, Jackie Shroff and Divya Dutta.
The principals of various B.Ed colleges such as Bombay Teachers Training College, HJ
College of Education, collaborated, on 9th February, 2016 to take all the aspiring teachers and
motivate them to bring about change in the most important people of our country- our future
generation and a surprise visit was also given by Juhi Chawla for promotion of the movie.
The movie was an inspiration for the community of teachers. It showed that every teacher in
her own way affects and moulds a student’s life. The student is like the thirsty crow and here
in this story the teacher is the water that percolates and helps quench the thirst of knowledge.
The movie showed that every small gesture of a teacher is noticed and appreciated by the
student when they grasp the knowledge given by the teacher. A swift movement of hand
through a student’s hair, who is mischievous, a pat on the back that encourages the student to
do better and that they have set out in the right direction, this help the student get better and
show their innate talents. A teacher is like a second mother who moulds a child for better and
a good teacher is idolised all her life by her students for making them the people that they
become. The teachers, played by Juhi Chawla and Shabana Azmi, showed us that even after
the struggle and managing their professional and personal lives, a teacher’s reward is the
appreciation in the eyes of her students and the respect that acknowledges their efforts.
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Guest Lectures
Learning Disability
Dr. Mary Keeffe delivered a lecture on ‘Learning Disability’, on the 26th of November, 2015.
Dr. Mary Keeffe, teaches classes in La Trobe’s undergraduate and postgraduate special
education programs at the Bendigo campus, and supervises postdoctoral students conducting
research into students with special needs. For Dr Mary Keeffe, educating future teachers
about this area is a natural extension of her previous work as a special education teacher and
principal of a special education school.
A learning disability is a neurological disorder. In simple terms, a learning disability results
from a difference in the way a person's brain is "wired." Children with learning disabilities
are as smart as or smarter than their peers. But they may have difficulty reading, writing,
spelling, reasoning, recalling and/or organizing information if left to figure things out all by
themselves or if taught in conventional ways. Dr. Mary explained how such children are
labeled as ‘lazy’ or ‘stubborn’ due to ignorance on the part of teachers and parents which
further aggravates their condition.
Dr. Mary said that children who suffer from learning disabilities need one to one help in
order to progress at their own pace. When they receive the correct kind of help, these children
can succeed in academics and also in life to attain successful, sometimes distinguished
careers. In order to deal with such children teachers need to be patient and dedicated. A little
extra help from the teachers can mean a lot to such children.
If a child can’t learn the way we teach;
May be we should teach the way they learn
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Role of Teachers’ in educating young minds
Dr. Beheruz Narima Sethna delivered a motivating lecture on 11th December 2015. Dr.
Sethna was the president of the University of West Georgia and currently the professor of
Business in the University of West Georgia. He completed his Bachelor’s degree in Electrical
Engineering from Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay, an MBA degree from Indian
Institute of Management, Ahmedabad, an M.Phil and Ph.D from Columbia University, New
York. The main focus of this lecture was the role of teachers in teaching the young children.
The lecture began with Dr. Sethna’s personal experience of his life career and his love and
passion for teaching as a profession. He said that teaching is an interesting as well as a
challenging profession. Dr. Sethna shared his experience of teaching at an orphanage in
Lonavala where he teaches Science through experimentation. He said that while conducting
the experiments he found out that students were so curious to know about it and this curiosity
in them led to bring out the
creativity. He believed that the
education should be student centered
where the child has the freedom to
ask question to the teacher without
any hesitance. He said that teaching
students is a tough job but making
them do things on their own with little assistance which brings out happiness on their face for
completely the experiment on their own, makes a teacher proud and happy. He shared his
experience of teaching at West Georgia where the students question him about the topic that
he is teaching and sometimes the students come up with brilliant ideas. He said that his
teaching was mostly discussion based which makes the learning process interactive and
interesting. He believes that a teacher is the person who can change the minds of the youth
which can bring out change in the outlook of the society.
And finally he spoke about the need for a teacher to be organized in order to become an
effective teacher. He focused on the aspect of planning in advance which helps the students to
understand the topic clearly. And lastly he said that teaching is an art and teachers are artists.
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Critical Thinking
On 9th of March 2016 B.T.T.C had an enlightening lecture on Critical thinking by Dr Helen
Mitchell. She is from East London University, UK. She spoke about knowledge and critical
thinking. She explained critical thinking is not a matter of accumulating information. A
person with a good memory and who knows a lot of facts is not necessarily good at critical
thinking. According to her, a critical thinker is able to deduce consequences from what he
knows, and he knows how to make use of information to solve problems, and to seek relevant
sources of information to inform him. She explained history of critical thinking and origin,
the process, hypothesis and variation of critical thinking from culture to culture across the
globe
For teachers she gave many tips on how to make pupils think critically. She correlated
education and critical thinking. She showed videos for children to help them think critically,
to question fairy tales, folk tales like jack and beans. She concluded by posing questions that
critical thinking is a skill or attitude, whether it can be taught or inherent and whether it is
content dependent or independent? She left us to ponder over these questions and to think
critically. After her presentation there were question and answer session, where doubts and
queries were resolved. It was an enriching experience where exchange of ideas and
experiences left us to actually think critically!
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Understanding IB – PYP Curriculum

Mrs. Mona Seervai from the esteemed institution of Bombay International School visited us
and shared some wonderful insights on her understanding of what PYP (Primary Years
Program) and IB (International Baccalaureate) are. She is a resource person and a trainer for
the special workshops conducted by the IBO for their Primary Years Programme.
International Baccalaureate is a non-profit organization that offers these curricula. (IB
website) Schools have to pay a fee to the IB to be a part of it. Special training is provided to
teachers who want to teach IB. For this there are special workshops conducted.
Features of IB curriculum –


Creates love for learning through inquiry.



Teaches a student to find answers by themselves then focus on providing the answers.



Creates thinkers, analyzers and problem solvers



Aims at creating individuals with a global mindset.

What an IB student looks like:


Thinker



Creative



Analyzer



Responsible towards self and community expectations

Mrs. Seervai showed us some videos to understand more about the curriculum.
The session gave us a deep insight of what IB PYP curriculum is. It helped us understand our
responsibilities as a teacher, which is to be a facilitator and a mentor to the students.
Professionals who are trained to be IB PYP homeroom teachers have to inculcate attributes
such as inquiry, creativity, conflict management and critical thinking in their students.
Learning in such an interactive environment helps the students to develop their mental,
emotional and social skills.
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Seminar cum Workshop on Inclusive Education
Inclusive education has received a boost after the adoption of the right to education and
teachers play an active role in making the classroom inclusive. Dr. Smriti Swaroop is an
eminent psycho-educationist, clinical psychologist and a teacher educator. Her experience in
her chosen field was evident from the ease with which she addressed the gathering.
Prof Smriti Swaroop elucidated
upon inclusive education and
how the teachers can contribute
to the same. She said it is the
responsibility of the teacher to
enable

inclusive

education,

every need of learner should be
fulfilled

via education.

The

teacher has to understand that no single learner has the same level of learning pace and for
every learner learning habits are different. Specific skills are required by the teachers to be
able to work with the disabled. The need for inclusive education is to recreate, redesign,
reconstruct and restructure educational system that is responsive to the educational needs of
all learners.
She also shared her experience with hyperactive and hypoactive learners. She used music as a
tool to deal with such learners. The hyper active learners after listening to music calmed
down while the hypo active learner got energetic listening to same music, in this way she
balanced the class and catered to the needs of everyone in class.
Prof Smriti shared inclusive classroom model which she herself had prepared for Mauritius
school curriculum for inclusive education.

She simplified it for our understanding by

summing up the entire model with acronym DICE-D: Differentiation, different instruction,
different assessment. I: interconnection, inclusion from lowest level to highest level. C:
Community orientation and participation. E: Heightened expectation from the learners and
parents.
She said that teachers should be sensitized to inclusive classroom and they should be
provided with skills and training to cater to every need in the classroom. Administrative
support and help from various NGOs is required to promote inclusive education.
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Women’s Well-being
On the 9th of March, 2016, a guest lecture by Dr.Kunjal Bhatija, a practitioner at Bombay
Hospital and also Apollo Hospital, was organized for the women of the college. Dr. Kunjal
spoke about the various problems that women face and the solutions for those problems.
Some of the problems that she discussed were issues related to irregular menstrual cycle,
osteoporosis, cancer protection, etc.
Another disease that she discussed in detail was the polycystic ovarian disease. Also known
as PCOD, it has been on the rise in young as well as older women lately. She also discussed
the general habits that one needs to inculcate in order to prevent infections and diseases. She
conducted a question answer session where she answered oral as well as written questions
from the audience.
Since we are the future teachers who would be dealing with girls in the age group of 12-16
years, she gave us tips that we as teachers can give to our students to maintain cleanliness and
health. The session proved helpful as a lot of questions were answered and misconceptions
were cleared.
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I-Smart: Personality Development

A week of learning with pure fun was organized in the premises. The resource persons were
Mr. Shreepad Parkhe and Ms. Sunita Chavan.

Day 1: Best Foot Forward by Mrs. Sunita Chavan
Communication is one of the most important qualities a teacher must possess, was the key
learning on Day 1 conducted by Mrs. Sunita Chavan. To convey this message an activity was
conducted involving the entire class. The class was divided into half and the game of Chinese
whispers was played. A message was given to the first person in the row of each group which
needed to be passed on until the last person, who had to say the message conveyed, aloud. In
the culmination of this activity, the importance of communication was evident. The original
message did reach the end, albeit in a morphed form. This reiterated the importance of
communication skills. A teacher needs to be able to effectively communicate lessons to
children, messages to parents and important information to school authorities and colleagues.
Another aspect to keep in mind is the 7 C’s of Communication, these are: Correctness,
Completeness, Conscious, Consideration (audience), Concreteness (message), Clarity
(message), Courtesy.

Day 2: Analyze your Personality by Mr. Shreepad Parkhe
On Day 2, Mr. Shreepad Parkhe stated the various qualities and skills the teacher requires for
example: communication, public speaking, leadership, team spirit, self-management, stress
management, conflict management and attitude. He made us take a personality test, which
analyzed our Emotional Intelligence. The criteria were: Self-Awareness, Self Management,
Internality, Motivation, Empathy and Social Skills. We were also given guidelines on
effective public speaking, for example: Back straight, shoulders relaxed, chin-up, eye contact
with audience should be maintained.
Hand movements, like, punching, pinning needle to point, spinning and open & close hand
gestures were demonstrated.

Day 3: Presentation by Mr. Shreepad Parkhe
Halfway through the personality development week, on Day 3, we were taught methods on
how to give successful presentations for longer durations without facing any difficulties or
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getting drained out. Mr. Shreepad Parkhe gave us useful tips on how to overcome problems
faced during presentations and how to make impactful & effective power point presentations.
After which he conducted a team-based activity, in which each team had to construct a “shoe
tower,” with the ones they were wearing. The important lessons learnt during this activity
were: take initiative, communicate, teamwork, trust & be trustworthy, delegate, grab
opportunities and be confident.
Day 4: Classroom Management by Mrs. Sunita Chavan
Mrs. Chavan took us through a few case studies and gave us a few tips on how to manage a
class. Students that are faster than others or hyper – engage such children with some
responsibility or an extra worksheet. Provide an outlet for their energy. Teachers should not
confuse a High IQ child with a hyperactive one. They should not label a child, the child may
be faced with a few issues; help the child. Avoid negative statements, convey the message
positively. Fun activity can be done on a Monday; child will look forward to come to school.

Day 5: Make an Impact by Mr. Shreepad Parkhe
On the last day of Personality Development week, Mr. Shreepad Parkhe gave us directions
that would help us in our career. He guided us on making resumes and effectively answering
potential interview questions.

Overall, a very informative week, we learned a lot of new things that will help us in our
practical life as teachers and effective communicators in general. In my view, it was one of
the best weeks organized by The Bombay Teachers’ Training College. A lot of learning took
place during the week and has surely benefited each of the students in multiple ways.
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Skinfie
A lecture on skin protection ‘Skinfie’ was conducted by Dr. Akriti Mehra. B.T.T.C. has
student teachers coming to college from far off places. Students face a lot of environmental
factors like sun exposure, polluted air and climate changes causing skin problems on a daily
basis. So an awareness programme for skin protection was organized for their wellbeing.
The lecture made us aware about our skin as it is the largest organ of the body, with a total
area of about 20 square feet. The skin protects us from microbes and the elements, helps
regulate body temperature, and permits the sensations of touch, heat, and cold. Therefore
condition and appearance of our skin is the key to our overall health and wellbeing. When
skin is in good condition it works hard to protect our bodies from environmental stressors
such as irritants, allergens and microbes, regulates temperature and looks and feels smooth,
calm, well hydrated and even in colour. There are many factors – both internal and external –
that affect skin condition and influence how it looks and feels. It is very essential to take good
care or else it leads to tons of skin problem and diseases like skin cancer, moles, chickenpox,
acne, rashes, hives, eczema (atopic, allergic, or nummular dermatitis), rosacea and many
more.
Dr. Akriti gave us many handy tips to protect our skin and to take precautions against these
external factors which we can control like climate and environmental-UV radiation
temperature, chemical influence- aggressive products, washing too frequently, nutrition
therapeutic measures and lifestyle- manage stress, exercise, sleep, stop smoking.
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Seminar cum Workshop on Kids Safety
A seminar cum workshop on road safety was organized in collaboration with "Safe Kids
Foundation" on 24th of November, 2015. Safe Kids Foundation in India is a logical
continuation of Ratna Nidhi Charitable Trusts which works to help children of all
backgrounds lead a better life.
It is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the prevention of unintentional childhood injuries,
which is a leading cause of death and disability among children globally. They are committed
to develop a “Safe Environment” enabling children to lead healthy and vibrant lives. Safe
Kids Foundation tries to bring about changes in attitudes, behaviors, practices, laws and
environment to prevent unintentional injuries to children.
Teachers were made aware of the little things we can all do to ensure that kids avoid the more
serious injuries that can lead to disabilities and even death. In India one of the cause of death
among children is road accidents, it is important on the parents and teachers part to help the
child learn road safety by undertaking simple measures such as giving them fluorescent
colour rain coat during rainy season, these raincoats are visible even in dark. We have to
teach children to look on both the sides before crossing, to be attentive and the most
important thing is making sure that the children never run on road. They should be taught
about traffic signals that are meant for the pedestrians. One might ignore it by labeling it as to
simple to teach but it is the duty of the parents and teachers to inculcate such habits in
children by making sure that every time the children are on road they must be given
information regarding the safety rules and by making sure that they follow all the rule
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Phonetics Workshop
The phonetics workshop was conducted for the DECE by Venetia Mehboobani. She
explained and elaborated the meaning of phonetics and how we should incorporate the
teaching to the children. She made us aware of the Phonemes which is the smallest part of the
spoken language and Grapheme which is the smallest part of the written language.
We were explained the individual letter sounds of 26 letters in
the English alphabet out of which there are 5 vowels and 21
consonants. She used lots of examples and also made us write
the phonetic letter in hindi which makes it easy for us to
pronounce the letter.
Phonetic awareness was also introduced which includes sound
isolation, blending and segmenting.
How we should introduce a letter to the students was also explained in detail with many
examples like to make a story follow with rhyme and then sound, reinforce the sounds while
saying a story, follow-up activities on hands-on learning or a worksheet, the children can
colour the letter and play a game by sorting the pictures.
Sight words and the role of teacher for introducing sight words were also explained. Sight
words are the irregular words that can be read using the phonic method.
The concept of teaching blending, where you have to put your finger on the dot and ask the
students to say the sound was also introduced. Consonant blends, where a group of
consonants appear together in a word without any vowels in between them.
The concept of the word family was also explained. Lastly she made us aware of a few
phonic rules. Some of them include- Sometimes the rules don’t work, Some phonic sound do
not change etc.
It was a very informative and interesting workshop which introduced us to the new concepts
of phonetics and an easy way of teaching kids how to learn them. It was a very interactive
workshop where the students also contributed by giving examples. Many activities were also
conducted which made the workshop more entertaining. Overall it was a fun-filled session.
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COLLABORATION WITH ADANI FOUNDATION

A heart-warming initiative
Education is the propeller for nation’s progress. A significant proportion of the nation’s youth
yet is under poverty line, but possess talent which yet is unfolded. There are several
educational initiatives across the country that make headway in transforming the lives of the
underprivileged and enable them to blossom.
In the recent past, the Principal Dr. (Mrs.) Mintu Sinha, initiated a visit of the faculty
members of BTTC and got them an opportunity to be resource persons for teachers from four
different states of India, viz. Gujarat, Rajasthan, Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh. They
interacted with the administration and teachers of ‘Adani Educational Foundations’ and
facilitated an in-service training programme for them. The faculty members of BTTC were
amazed to experience the high class infrastructure and quality education which is an
exemplary initiative by Mr. Gautam Adani and Dr. (Mrs.) Priti Adani.
To bridge the gap between upper class and the underprivileged, the Adani Vidya Mandir
High School at Ahmedabad stands as a live example which provides holistic cost-free
education to the children of underprivileged families. We got to know that AVM follows
rigorous scrutiny selecting only academically competent and economically challenged
students.
The faculty members were invited to further enhance the knowledge and skills of faculty
members of AVM School. While mingling with the teachers during their brief stay it was
realized that existing teachers were passionately performing their responsibility by moulding
underprivileged children into responsible citizens. The teachers seemed to be contented in
fulfilling the dreams of downtrodden and were ready to work hard to achieve the zenith of
success of the first generation learners.
Similar was the experience when the Principal Dr. (Mrs.) Mintu Sinha and faculty members
visited the township of Tirora Electricity plant near the iconic city of Nagpur. The school was
developed away from the urban boundaries, where education is probably a dream for many.
The school was established for the children of all the families which had willingly
contributed for the development of the plant from its very inception till its ultimate execution.

59

The faculty came back from these two visits highly enthused and inspired. It was a profound
learning experience for the faculty members. We express our deep gratitude to Dr. (Mrs.)
Mintu Sinha for this opportunity and platform of learning.

The difference between who you are and who
you want to be is what you do. And what you
have to do to get where you want to be may not
be pretty or may not come easy.
-Anonymous
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LOOKING BACK AT THE YEAR’S EVENTS
Morning Musing
We all wake up to some thought every morning. Morning Musing is a great time to share and
discuss anything that may be on our mind any given morning.
Bombay Teachers’ Training College has excellently put up morning musing as their everyday
ritual. It is in the form of a discussion in which the speaker informs the audience in brief
about an educational topic and poses questions asking about their view. The students and
teachers present their view point, discuss, clear their doubts and jointly come to a conclusion.
The main aim of conducting morning musing with BTTC students firstly is to enable them to
build up confidence when speaking in front of the audience; they ultimately have to excel in
their speaking skills when they become teachers.
Secondly, not everyone is a good speaker, morning musing gives those students a platform to
develop their communication skills. There are also students who are able to express
themselves but are hesitant or too shy, through morning musing all the students get a chance
to put forth their view related to education, provided the fact that they have some factual data
on the topic. Morning musing is an activity in which the entire class as well as faculty
participates; it is more of a warm up exercise in BTTC wherein there is a lot of
brainstorming, students put forth their view point as well as understand the view point of
others.
This year the topics varied to a large extent such as-use of technology in education, creativity
in classrooms, discipline in students, academic preschools too soon, the lack of importance
give to physical fitness in school, hard work vs. intelligence, politics as a career option for
youth, sex education in schools.
The students participated in the activity with zeal. It helped the students to broaden their
horizons. Many students would agree that morning musing alleviated their stage fright up to a
certain extent. It acted as an aid in channelizing the student’s perspective.
The students of BTTC are very grateful to the principal and the faculty for giving them a
wonderful opportunity to share their thoughts and speak about it in the form of Morning
Musing.
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Use of Technology in Education
Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve me and I learn
-Benjamin Franklin
In the context of involvement, schools are increasing adopting digital teaching solutions to
engage students and make the classroom more inclusive and participatory. However, this is
just one side of the coin, the other side says that technology at best only amplifies the
pedagogical capacities of an educational system. That is to say that it can make good schools
better and bad schools worse.
Most of the people in class were of the opinion that technology can be used as an aid by the
teacher, but relying completely on technology is what creates problems. Technology no doubt
makes the process of teaching as well as learning more interesting, engaging and convincing
but the manner in which it is used has to be looked at with much planning and expertise.
There is an explosion of information due to the internet to such an extent that it becomes a
threat when not used in the correct manner. For instance, if a teacher in the name of
technology bombards students with additional information which is irrelevant to their context
or beyond their level of comprehension, then the very purpose of using technology for better
understanding and clearer conceptualization, fails. Also the one thing that emerged clearly
from the discussion was that no technology today or in the foreseeable future, can provide the
tailored attention, encouragement or even the occasional scolding for students that dedicated
adults can.
So technology may be used to assist but the major role in educating young minds should be
played by teachers. After all, it is people who truly inspire you, not technology.
Samina Agwan
FYBEd 2015-16

‘Poetry takes a musical route to score high with students’

My topic for morning musing was on ‘Poetry takes a musical route to score high with
students’ taken from The Times of India newspaper article dated 13th October 2015. This was
one of the initiatives taken by the State Education Department of Maharashtra to gain interest
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of students for poetry especially for languages such as Marathi and Hindi. It was a decision
taken to add music in the voice of popular artists with background scores. The initiative is
also known as ‘Sur Kavitanche’ introduced by the Deputy Director of Mumbai, Mr. B.B.
Chavan. The main idea behind this initiative was that the children could remember the
difficult lines of the poem by attaching a tune to it and the teachers will be able to teach them
better since children learn catchy lines of the movie songs because they are interesting for
them. This album was launched at B.N Vaidya Auditorium, Dadar on October 20th, 2015. The
initiative was to ensure the easy and free access to these recordings and to benefit maximum
number of teachers and students. A mobile application and creating ringtones of these songs
was another step which was decided to give students the best opportunities to learn in an
innovative and interesting way. The main reason behind this was the changed curriculum of
class V which was changed in the academic year 2015-2016 and is expected to remain the
same for the next five years and hence the same recordings can be used for students in the
future batches.
A question was posed to the class to know their views whether teaching poetry in such a
manner with the help of music would be helpful to the kids or not. The outcomes of the class
discussion varied in terms of supporting and contradictory viewpoints. Some were of the
opinion that teaching poetry in such a manner would be beneficial and meaningful to the kids
especially for difficult languages which the child does not understand easily such as Marathi.
The other responses were that it would help the teacher better explain the poetry to the child
and engage and involve them to understand better. However, the most important aspect which
most of the people agreed to was that this could also wipe off the trend of emphasis on the
words while the teacher recites the poem so that children can develop their reading and
listening skills. The personal touch of a teacher which is imparted through gestures, feelings
and body language and subtle voice modulations during poetry recitation will be lacking
when poetry is taught through music only. Thus, the conclusion of the discussion was that
definitely this initiative of teaching poetry would be helpful to the teachers and the students
provided it is used to supplement the classroom teaching whereas a teacher can create a deep
impact through the use of emotions and feelings in a child’s mind which are more long
lasting through poetry recitation and subtle changes in her expressions.
Payal Gupta
FYBEd 2015-16
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Favouritism in Classroom

Bias is something we live with every day. Biases can be present in workplace relationships
and unfortunately in schools. There are laws that protect students to be sure that they are
privy to a non- hostile environment there can still be cases of teacher favouritism. Teacher
favouritism can potentially compromise and harm an entire classroom dynamic, teacher
credibility and classroom management.

We as human beings are likely to favour people and things that we feel comfortable with.
Sometimes favouritism can only be conquered when it is acknowledged by the individual.
That is the first step in eliminating favouritism in the classroom. Most teachers will claim that
they are not biased in their classrooms, but this is difficult for us to identify because bias can
happen subconsciously.

As future teachers we can eliminate favouritism in our classroom by being conscious of our
teaching practices and making sure they are consistent with each and every student.

1. Find something to praise everyone- find something that each student can be a star at
in the class.
2. Ensure fair grading -Using rubrics helps ensure fair grading. It’s also a good idea to
use different kinds of assessments to accommodate different learning styles in your
classroom.
3. Control your emotions - In part, treating all students fairly and equitably involves
teachers being able to control their emotions.Educators need to be aware of their
emotions toward various students and not let those emotions interfere with the
learning experience.
4. Leave no child behind- Provide every child equal opportunity.
5. Know thy self- Continual self-introspection and self- reflection to ensure equal
behaviour with all students.

Aliya Sayed
FYBEd 2015-16
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Comprehensive Sex Education: Compulsory for all schools
As a teacher it may help to keep in mind that you may be the only adult who will ever talk to
a young person about sexuality in an honest, accurate, and nonjudgmental way. Your good
intentions, you’re positive, healthy attitude, your nonjudgmental tone, and the information
you offer may be more than appreciated — it may save a young person’s life.
Sexuality is broader than sexual activity. It encompasses all the things that make us who we
are. Shaped by culture, history, values, education and experience, our sexuality influences our
views of individuality, family, parenthood, and community. From a young age, children are
exposed to sexual imagery and language in their environment, and their bodies are
experiencing and developing sexual responsiveness. Their curiosity is inevitable, and the
answers they get should clarify—not confuse—the issues for them. Adolescence is a
particularly stressful and confusing time as both physical and cognitive aspects of sexual
expression begin to align, and the opportunities for personal decision making expand.
Sexuality begins to be a significant part of relationship experiences. We want those
relationships to be healthy and safe, as they are the training ground for life as an adult.
Sexuality education lays the foundations for students by learning the correct names for parts
of the body, understanding principles of human reproduction, exploring family and
interpersonal relationships, learning about safety, and developing confidence. These can then
be built upon gradually, in line with the age and development of a student.
And I personally feel our culture won’t act as a protection during intercourse and our values
and ethics won’t replace contraceptives after intercourse so we have to move beyond all of
this to create an individual who is equipped right from the small age for better future.
I chose this topic because when I was a learner back in school I always had lots and lots of
questions related to the above topic I always wanted someone to make me understand and
hear me out but as usual there were only friends with whom I could share all this but again
just like me they also dint had any clarity on such topics. The other reason was I love science
and everything about science is beautiful and very practical in logic. I was happy to see all
my respected teachers and friends getting involved in my discussion and was happier when
teachers acknowledged me for taking such topic and may be in future I would like to give a
comprehensive speech on this topic. Thank you again to all present during my discussion.

-Nawzad Rustom Patel
F.Y.B.Ed
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Independence Day 2015
India completed 68 years of independence from the colonial rule in the year 2015 and we
celebrated the 68 th Independence Day in college with great enthusiasm and pride.
The students and the faculty geared up for this momentous occasion. Dr. Mrs. Mandeep
Kochar welcomed our principal Dr. Mrs. Mintu Sinha, who graced the occasion with her
presence. She hoisted the flag and a D.E.C.E student delivered a speech.
There were dance performances by the D.E.C.E class followed by D.T.ED. They were
cheered and applauded by the crowd. There was also a Cultural Fashion Show put up by the
DECE class, representing the beautiful women of India & their attire.
The students expressed their emotions through patriotic songs which were melodious and
inspiring. They were very well appreciated.
Our principal appreciated the hard work and encouraged us with her words. We ended the
function with the vote of thanks. The hard work and dedication of all the students, faculty and
the non-teaching staff made it a great success.
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Competitions with Majlis Legal Centre
As a pre- conference activity, before we organized the UGC sponsored National Conference,
‘Beyond Bias and Barriers: Celebrating Gender Equality’, we invited volunteers from Majlis
Legal Centre to collaborate with us and they conducted a series of informative programmes
and competitions on gender issues.
Majlis came to our college, on 31 st August, 2015. ‘Majlis’ was founded in 1991 and headed
by Adv. Flavia Agnes. It is an all women organization. It was started as a response to a
growing need for lawyers and activists with a gender perspective who are dedicated to
evolving innovative legal practices to defend women’s rights. It is an organization
encompassing two centers, Legal and Cultural.
Their agenda for social change is – quality legal representation for individual women in
court, changing mindsets through advocacy and training and evolving gender just ideology
through campaigns and interventions.
So, with this agenda in mind, they had come to our college, to spread awareness, and garner
strength and support from all of us. They organized several competitions in the college
premises. The central theme of all activities on that day was: “Violence behind closed doors”.
We had to prepare a speech, poetry, or paint something, keeping this theme in mind. We were
free to participate in any and all of these activities.
The students participated in great numbers with enthusiasm. Some stunning pieces of art, and
many meaningful depictions of the theme were produced by our students. The judges were
mighty impressed with the thoughts and illustrations they saw and heard that day.
The students waited with bated breath for the prizes for speech, poetry, drawing (couple), and
drawing (solo) to be announced. During that time, the representatives of Majlis explained to
us what the foundation was all about.
Through this cultural activity, they made us all conscious of the plight of women in our
society, and gained many empathetic supporters amongst us.
It was a day well spent, as we had fun doing the activities, along with increasing our social
awareness too.
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Teachers’ Day Celebrations
At BTTC Teachers days was celebrated on a grand scale, a scintillating cultural programme
was presented by all the students through various activities that were held. The rich cultural
heritage of our country was depicted through lighting of the lamp and prayer dance. This was
followed by a drama based on the principles of Dr. A.P. J. Abdul Kalam about the equality
and the importance of teachers in one’s life by the D.T.Ed. students. The best part of the
programme was that the students enacted their teachers. The teachers were touched by the
love and appreciation that they received from the students.
Our honourable principal Dr Mintu Sinha expressed her views by stating that the celebration
is to bring oneness among the teachers and encourage them to perform well for the
betterment of society. “A teacher is the one who shapes the destiny of the students”. She
further spoke about the work and the contribution of Dr.Radha Krishnan, the former president
of India, a great architect of the society, a model teacher and one of the most influential
scholars of the nation. She applauded the contribution made by the teachers of the college and
for their devotion to the cause of education. In the end two ex-students of BTTC gave their
vote of thanks to the faculty members for enhancing their lives and creating a bench mark on
their career and shared their experiences with fellow students.
Indeed it was a great festive to be cherished!!
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International Coastal Clean-up Drive
The International Coastal Clean-up is the world’s largest volunteer effort for ocean health. It
engages people to remove trash and debris from the world’s beaches and waterways.
International Costal clean up in Mumbai was an initiative by The National Coast Guard who
have taken up the responsibility of transforming a littered place within a few hours. Various
colleges across Mumbai participated in this event on the 19 th of September, 2015. In the early
hours of Saturday, a group of volunteers from BTTC geared up for this event. Since the city
had bid goodbye to its favourite God Ganpati, (Ganpativisarjan ended just few days ago)
students had a rough idea of what to expect on site. Keeping hygiene and safety in mind the
people from Indian Coast guard provided the volunteers with garbage bags, hand gloves and
masks. Shovels in hand, they marched towards Girgaum Chowpatty that was strewn with
garbage and after two hours of hard work, the place was completely transformed.
There is no doubt that festivals are an integral part of the Indian culture, but there is a need to
maintain a balance between the excitement with which we celebrate our festivals and the
harm done by us to the environment.
We must develop a better sense of responsibility towards our endangered environment.
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National Language Day – Hindi Diwas Celebration
Hindi is the national language of India. Due to globalization and westernization gaining
importance we are losing our vernacular essence. Together with economic prosperity and
technological development in the country, Hindi language is losing its importance. Everyone
wants to learn and speak English language in order to be successful. However, we should not
forget our roots. Hindi was the traditional mode of communication among the people of India
and it is also the 2nd most commonly spoken language of the world.
Hindi Diwas is celebrated across the country on 14th of September every year to remember
the historic occasion of Hindi. It was celebrated as a Hindi Diwas as Hindi written in
Devnagari script was approved as an official language by the Constituent Assembly on 14th
of September in the year 1949. Hindi Diwas is celebrated annually to pay tribute to the
mother language of India. B.T.T.C celebrated Hindi Diwas on 26th September, 2015. The
program was organized by Dr. Manisha Tyagi under the guidance of our principal Dr. (Mrs.)
Mintu Sinha. The students of F.Y.D.T.Ed and S.Y.D.T.ED showed great enthusiasm in
participating in all the activities. Some of the activities conducted were speeches and poem
recitation, where students enthusiastically recited Kabir Das ke Dohey, Rahim ke Dohey,
Tulsi Das ke Dohey, followed by skit performance on “Hindi ka Mahatva”. Various idioms
and quotes were recited on the significance of Hindi. Also a very old and famous Hindi
Hymn “Vande Maatram” was sung by the students in group at the end of the day.
Such type of activities organized by the college helps student teachers to explore their mother
tongue (Hindi) language and enriches their knowledge with different hues and flavors of
Hindi. It gives the aspiring teachers a wonderful learning experience and they can apply such
celebration of activities in future with their school children by fostering the importance of
Hindi language.

Education is not preparation for life;
education is life itself.

John Dewey
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Community Work-Tomorrow is mine
We must become bigger than we have been: more courageous, greater in spirit, larger in
outlook. We must become members of a new race, overcoming petty prejudices. Owing our
ultimate allegiance not to nations but to our fellowmen within the human community.
-Haile Selassie
Education is not limited to books alone, the purpose of education should be to achieve more,
so we can give the most to our community. Perhaps this thought inspired the framers of the
curriculum to include Community Work of 40 Hours as part of the Practicum component of
semester 1. The students had to make groups of 5 to 6 members each for completion of the
community work. Each group had to collaborate with an NGO and work for 40 hours with
the members of the NGO and help them in whatever way they can.
They started their Community Work on the 2nd October and ended it by the 14th November.
Some of the NGOs that the students collaborated with were Young United Foundation,
Rotaract Club of Churchgate, St. Catherine’s of Siena, Angel Xpress Foundation, Giants
Group, etc. Working with the NGOs, we discovered the true enthusiasm and zeal within
ourselves. We carried out various activities, some of which we had never done before. For
instance, some never really liked craft and painting when in school, but seeing the children do
these activities with so much excitement, they sat down and helped them out.
The activities undertaken by the students included teaching at BMC schools, organizing
activities like dance, drama and singing for students, spending time with the elderly,
undertaking food distribution campaigns, interacting with children of juvenile homes, visiting
the community to spread awareness and shooting of documentary. The time spent with
children and the elderly and the experiences we gained in the process are certainly going to
last with us throughout our lives.
We realized how much help our society needs today in order to have a better tomorrow. The
problems people face are many and the hands to help are a few. After doing this work, we
feel a sense of individual responsibility towards the betterment of the people around us. The
very objective of the program to sensitize the students towards issues of the community and it
was well achieved. We enjoyed thoroughly and at the same time emerged as much more
responsible individuals than we were before.
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To reach out to others and lend a helping hand, to be able to contribute towards the
community is one of the basic tenets of humanity, BTTC organized community service for
the DECE pre-service teachers as well. It was organized on the 3rd and 4th of December, 3rd
December being the International Day of Persons with Disabilities.
The students were divided into groups. Each group chose one organization and worked with
them over a period of 2 days. These institutions included Helen Keller Institute for the Blind,
Ashadan, Jai Vakeel, NAB, V-Care, and A. K. Munshi Yojana, ADAPT, etc.
The student teachers gained a variety of experiences and went through a plethora of emotions
while doing their community work. Joy, sorrow, laughter and tears, all were felt within the
few days of close interaction with the members of the community.
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Ru-Ba-Ru
BTTC organized a Ru-Ba-Ru Session for all the student teachers of the B.Ed. Course on the
12th of October, 2015. This session was conducted by two of the faculty members Dr.Lubna
Mansuri and Mrs. Neelu Verma, for orienting the students with their peers, by sharing about
their personalities with each other. The idea was to orient the student teachers with all their
peers for better learning experiences as well as to give them a chance to know more about
each other.
The session was introduced by the faculty members through passing sheets of personal
information like – the name of the student teacher, family status, location, qualification, work
experience, talents, achievements, and their reason for joining teaching profession. The
student teachers were seated according to their roll numbers. They had to write the
information of their peers sitting next to them and introduce them in front of the whole class.
One after the other, student teachers introduced their peers with great enthusiasm. Every
student teacher spoke about their peers qualities and strengths. Some even added their own
inputs about their peers and their personalities. The interaction between the student teachers
with their peers helped them to understand each other in a better way. Some even got a
chance to explore and make new friends. There was a huge amount of positivity and a great
team-spirit among the faculty members while conducting the sessions.
The session proved to be very effective as every student teacher got to know many different
qualities about their peers which they would otherwise not know. It was an enriching
experience for all the students, as well as the teachers to know more about their students.
Individual feedbacks of the student teachers were also taken by the faculty members and
suggestions for improving the session and making it more effective, were asked.
Over all it was a great experience for the new student teachers and also a productive and an
effective session.

A good teacher can inspire hope, ignite the
imagination, and instills a love of learning.
Brad Henry
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No Bag Day
The students in Maharashtra celebrated the “No Bag Day” to celebrate the birth anniversary
of the late president Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam. The decision to celebrate October 15 as 'Reading
Day' was taken by state Education Minister VinodTawde soon after former President Kalam's
death in July.In a government resolution, the state had asked all schools to host book
exhibitions and implement 'gift a book' program. The state also asked all schools to host book
exhibitions and implement 'gift a book' program.
We, at Bombay Teacher's Training College had a session on watching videos based on the
early life of Abdul Kalam. These videos were very informative as well as heart- warming. It
very beautifully depicted his journey and his struggle. This really helped to motivate and
inspire us into becoming better teachers and more importantly becoming better human
beings.
The day was very well complemented by a reading session held at the library where the
students had the liberty to read any book of their choice. This was a very resourceful and
enriching experience.

"Thinking should become your capital asset, no matter whatever ups and downs you come
across in your life."
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Students’ Council

Students have a voice and a contribution to make to their institution. It is important that they
are given the opportunity to express their views on issues of concern to them and it is equally
important that they are listened to and encouraged to take an active part in promoting the
aims and objectives of the institution. For this purpose, institutions elect a Students’ Council
which consists of students who represent the entire body of students of the institution. The
Students’ Council of BTTC was formed on the 29th of October, 2015. The members of the
council were nominated by the Chairperson, Dr. (Mrs) Mintu Sinha, in consultation with the
faculty and the in-charge teachers of the council- Dr. Rajiv Jha and Dr. ManishaTyagi.

The portfolios assigned to the Students’ Council were as followsGeneral Secretary- Gupta Payal, Joint Secretary- Krishnan Revathi, Cultural SecretaryShroff Aanchal, Discipline Secretary- Mir Nida Zehra and Social Secretary- Agwan Samina.

As per the circular of the University of Mumbai, the Students’ Council shall look after the
welfare of the students and promote and co-ordinate the extra-curricular activities. It is the
duty of the Council to organize, supervise and co-ordinate activities of the institution, to
make recommendations to the appropriate authorities in respect of any matter affecting the
corporate life or welfare of the students, to make recommendations to the appropriate
authorities regarding the existing facilities of the institution and work for setting the genuine
grievance of the students.

The council also organized the Republic Day Celebration, Holi Celebration-Holi ke Rang
BTTC ke Sang and the Bleed Blue Day to support Team India for the World T20
Championship and was successful in obtaining the students co-operation and participation.
The council has set up a grievance box where students can anonymously put in their
suggestions and grievances which are then looked after by the council in consultation with
the teachers. The motto of the council is:

Serve with pride
Lead with confidence
Inspire to impact lives
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The Four Clubs
Besides academic curriculum, BTTC practices co-curricular activities extensively. These
activities not only help the student teachers to recognize their potential but also build up their
personality. By providing these creative outlets, student teachers get practical and skill based
experiences.
B.T.T.C strongly believes in learning by doing. To fulfill this purpose, activities are taken up
to develop physical efficiency along with mental alertness, perseverance, leadership and
obedience in students. The student teachers get an opportunity to plan and do activities
organized by these four clubs. The following are the four clubs and each student joins a club
as per his/her choice. To enrich themselves, students often opt for the club related to the
subject that they teach.
The Science- Math Club:
Patron: Dr .Mohammad Azam Ansari
Advisor: Dr Rajeev I. Jha & Dr. Bhagwan Balani


Chair person- Sana Khan



Secretary-Bijy Bharat



Joint secretary- Deepika Vijay Kumar



Treasurer- Meeenakshi Tripathi



Liaison officer- Jyoti Redekar

For the academic year 2015-2016 the club organized an event on blood donation camp along
with health checkup in the college premises. ‘Swachh Bharat Abhiyan’ initiative was taken
up and students cleaned the entire college enthusiastically.
The Social Science Club:
Patron: Mrs. Raju Talreja
Advisor: Dr. Lubna Mansuri and Dr Mandeep Kochar


Chair person- Nidhi Parekh



Secretary- Priyanka Chugh



Joint Secretary- Jyoti Tripathi



Treasurer- Hiral Sampat



Liaison Officer- Aanchal Shroff
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The club organized celebrations like Teachers’ day, Independence day, Republic day, No-bag
day (APJ Kalam’s Birthday), Holi and Christmas.
The Literary Club:
Patron: Mrs. Neelu Verma
Advisor: Dr. Manisha Tyagi


Chair Person- Fatema Dhorajiwala



Secretary- Khadija Lakdawala



Joint Secretary- Ankita Naidu



Treasurer- Sneha Kanuga



Liaison Officer- Sneha Chavda

Literary club conducts activities like morning musing and writing quotations on the black
board every morning throughout the year. The H.M Nagrani English and the Narayandas
Hindi extempore competition was conducted by the literary club. The club organized
reflection writing on educational movies like Chalk and Duster, Tare Zameen Par,
Samvidhaan and many more for students. In the library a wall was decorated with quotes,
meanings, new words and charts throughout the year.
The Eco Club:
Patron: Dr. Rajeev I. Jha
Advisor: Dr. Bhagwan Balani and Dr. Priya Pillai


Chair Person- Arshi Shaikh



Secretary- Paulin Benjamin



Joint Secretary- Kanchan Chauhan



Treasurer- Jyoti Dubey



Liaison Officer- Shratika Bamne

‘WE CARE’ is the motto of this club which is reflected through various activities. The
college beautification was looked after by the club. Students went to attend workshop
organized by Trailblazers. Swachh Bharat Abhiyan in collaboration with Science and Math
Club was organized effectively. The members of the club adopted a plant each to look after
and to create awareness they labeled all the plants with their scientific names for creating
awareness.
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Diwali Dhamaka
Diwali, the festival of lights is one of the most celebrated festivals in India. Deepavali
translates into ‘row of lamps’. The lighting of small clay lamps signifies the triumph of good
over evil. The students of the BTTC celebrated Diwali on the 31 st October, 2015 by
organising a cultural event, which was prepared by the students themselves.
The decoration team did a wonderful job by making various designs of beautiful rangolis and
decorated the venue with colourful dupattas, diyas and pooja thalis. The whole display was
overwhelming.
The celebration began with the lighting of the lamp and the Saraswati Vandana. The cultural
event took off with a beautiful dance followed by the enchanting medley of songs that moved
one and all. The role-play based on the theme of spreading happiness, the go green fashion
show, dance performances and the music drew much applause from the enthralled audience.
The show was presented in a well-organized manner and ended on a happy note, with the
distribution of sweets and gifts to the Principal and the faculty members.
The Principal, Dr. (Mrs) Mintu Sinha appreciated this endeavour of the students and
encouraged them to celebrate every festival with the same spirit and enthusiasm. Through this
event, students tried to convey in their small way how this festival can be celebrated by
giving happiness and spreading smiles rather than bursting crackers and polluting the
environment.
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Jingle Bells!
The festival of Christmas celebrates the glorious advent of the Son of God, Jesus Christ, on
the earth about two millennia ago in Bethlehem. He rose from humble beginnings to become
a world teacher. His message of love and compassion inspires millions of followers all over
the world. The world reunites and celebrates this precious event with great enthusiasm with
loads of preparations and decorations.
The Christmas Celebration at BTTC was on the 23 rdof
December, 2015. The Student Council organized the much
awaited Christmas party and left no stone unturned in the
process. The hall was splendidly decorated by the students.
The celebration started with a universal prayer followed by
small skit on the birth of Jesus, which was beautifully
depicted by the students. And the choir sang carols which
took everyone back into their childhood memories and gusto. A Christmas party would be
incomplete without Santa Claus. One of prospective teachers dressed up like Santa Claus and
joined the party to spread cheer, happiness and gifts – a perfect Santa indeed! Smile and
laughter took over the magical hall. Finally Christmas celebrations saw all students and
teachers hitting the dance floor and having a ball. Towards the end of the celebration our
Principal Dr (Mrs.) Mintu Sinha appreciated the efforts of each student and faculty members
for the amazing show.
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Sports Day
If you can believe it, the mind can achieve it.” – Ronnie Lott
It was a bright and sunny day for the students of BTTC on 19th December, 2015 at G.D.
Somani School, Cuffe Parade as it was the annual Sports Day. They say, one can have a
healthy mind only when they have an equally healthy body. The main objective was to
develop a sporting spirit in the student teachers, a venue to display their physical prowess and
gain hands on experience of organizing a sports day at a school in future.But on that specific
day roles were reversed. Events related to sports are the bestto boost the morale and
invigorate the soul from blatant monotony. We had such a great experience that day.
We started the day with the 100m and 200m race. Those events helped us see effort meet
reward after toil. Each one had to pass grueling heats to reach the final events. Here the victor
had to push the limits of his body to reach the goal. But there were no losers that day. As each
one gained the precious gem of experience which they would live with forever. Each one
learned from the other.
We had the shot put, lemon and spoon race, potato race, and the discus throw. Here precision
met chance in a somber dance. As each of these events required concentration and accuracy
at its highest level. Everyone fared well but some superseded as luck favours the fortunate
toilers.
Once all the events were over the victors got their spoils and were awarded with certificates
and here ended our Olympian tryst with sports. We all gained some precious and beautiful
memories of team spirit and unity and as it is rightly said that ‘Talent wins Games but
Teamwork wins Championships’.

80

Alumni Meet
BTTC has always given importance to its students while they are a part of the college and
also after they pass out. Interactions are important from the point of view of sharing
experiences and learning from the experiences of others. In this context, BTTC regularly
arranges meetings with the alumni. One such meet took place on the 9 th Jan, 2016. Dr. M.A
Ansari extended a warm welcome to the alumni and the current B.Ed batch and briefed
everyone about the agenda of the meeting.
Interaction took place between the alumni and the current batch where the alumni introduced
themselves and also shared their experiences. They explained how the drilling and
encouragement provided at BTTC has helped them cope with the demands of the teaching
profession. They shared some of the experiences they had while they were at BTTC,
especially those relating to writing and rewriting of lesson plans. Some of them even
mentioned that they had to rewrite some lesson plans as many as three times in order for it to
be finally approved by the teachers.
They also gave tips and advice to the current batch which would help them become effective
teachers. Some of those were staying updated on the latest inventions in the profession,
becoming tech-savvy, and eliciting student involvement as much as possible during teaching.
The meet concluded with a formal vote of thanks by one of the students.

The second alumni meet was held on the 20th of February. Dr. Ansari addressed the alumni
by sharing certain old memories and then invited Dr. Rajiv Jha to inform them about the
purpose of the meet. Dr. Rajiv Jha discussed the purpose of the meet. He informed the alumni
that the focus of the meet was primarily to prepare for the NAAC Accreditation to be held
tentatively in the months of July- August 2016. The NAAC Committee members were likely
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to interact with the alumni in order to gather inputs about the college activities and their
effectiveness to be connected with their alumni.
Mrs. Meenakshi Lath then took over and discussed the agenda of the meeting which
included:Selection of the Office Bearers i.e., Treasurer, Secretary and 3 other members and
suggestions to strengthen the alumni connect by making it convenient and at the same time
enabling the college to track the latest events and achievements of their alumni. The Office
bearers were appointed based on a voluntary selection round. Suggestions were invited from
each and every alumnus to create stronger alumni connectivity. There were suggestions such
as using the social media as a form of interaction, maintaining an alumni record in order to
track their past and current achievements with their respective job profiles, organising for
alumni interactions and other such events frequently, etc.
Towards the end of the meeting, each alumnus shared their job profiles along with some
nostalgic college memories with the present batch of students. Each alumnus addressed their
favourite staff member/members with much respect and adoration. The meeting was
concluded by our respected Principal Ma’am, who wound up the session with some
encouraging words and an oath to strive harder to maintain the high quality teacher training
imparted at BTTC.

Our

alumni

present

us

with

a

unique

opportunity to build a foundation of support
and to be a strong institution.
-Eric Gordan
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Convocation Ceremony
BTTC held the Convocation Ceremony for the B.Ed batch of 2014-15 on the 20th January,
2016. The program was organized by Dr. M.A Ansari. Dr. Gautam Gawali, former director,
ICSSR, Dept. of Applied Psychology, and Dr. Sunita Magre, HOD, Dept. of Education, MU,
were the Chief Guest and the Guest of Honour respectively for the occasion.
The program began with the lighting of the lamp by the Principal of BTTC, Dr. (Mrs) Mintu
Sinha, along with the guests and a few of the alumni. This was followed by the welcome
speech, introduction of the chief guest and the guest of honour by the students of the current
B.Ed batch. The students also introduced their Principal, Dr. (Mrs) Mintu Sinha, highlighting
the efforts taken by her to bring laurels to the college. The Principal then presented the
college profile.
The alumni batch of 2014-15 was then introduced, following the distribution of prizes to the
students who performed well in the respective papers, practice lessons and other college
activities. After this, the principal and both the guests handed over degrees to the students.
The Guest of Honour narrated the story of an artist and shared a beautiful message that
people will always find faults within you but you must never allow that to stop believing in
yourself and working towards your goals. The program ended with the proposal of the vote of
thanks by Dr. Rajeev Jha.
The faces of the alumni reflected a sense of achievement and pride like the kind a thirsty
traveller feels who finally finds water after a long tiring struggle. Quoting Colin Powell ‘There are no secrets to success. It is the result of preparation, hard work and learning from
failure’.
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Trailblazers- ‘Multiply the Message’
The students of BTTC F.Y.B.Ed went for an educational visit to Karnala on the
21st January, 2016 organized by the ‘Trailblazers’. Trailblazer in collaboration with the Dow
India organizes Environmental Education programmes across India reaching out to many
schools. The educational visit was to increase environmental consciousness and awareness
through interactive outdoor activities and gain sensitization concerning the environmental
issues. The main motto of the trip was to ‘Multiply the Message’ through Environmental
education and innovative classroom teaching methods through realistic and attainable goals.
In the morning session there was a discussion held by Mr. Ranjan Biswas, who is the
founder of Trailblazers organization. The session was an interactive one to understand the
importance of environmental awareness. The sessions in the afternoon were based on outdoor
activities and games to make the classroom learning more innovative and joyful for the
students. The activity on ‘Carbon Cycle’ was to involve the students in the task through
‘Experiential learning’. The second activity was fun based known as ‘The Web of Life’
which was to establish connections between the various components in our surroundings and
to realise the importance of every component of the environment to maintain a balance in
nature. A creative game known as the ‘Food Chain’ was introduced and the students were
assigned the roles of different components of the food chain such as the grasshopper, frogs,
snakes and eagles by dividing them into four groups. This was followed by a discussion and
brainstorming session by reflecting on the current problem of ‘Bioaccumulation’ and the
energy levels in the ‘Food pyramid’. The fourth activity was a game based on ‘Ecosystem’
which related to the concept of increasing demand for food and resources due to competition
by the consumers as the number of consumers increase. A session for correlating various
subjects using this activity for effective teaching was held later on.
Post-lunch we had an interactive session with Mr. RanjanBiswas founder of Trailblazers on
effective teaching and the importance of being aware about the student’s knowledge by the
teacher. We then went around the local area and identified and classified some of the
common trees on our way such as chickoo, teak, almond, acacia species and many others
with the help of a botanist Mr. SachinSathe, who introduced us to the plant world. We then
had a visit to the Biogas plant at the Yusuf Meherally Centre supported by the Volkart
Foundation & the BARC where we were explained the entire process of ‘Biogas Production’
and we also had a look at a turbine which is used to generate electricity in that area for the
local residents. We also had a visit to a dairy farm where ‘Vermiculture’ and
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‘Vermicomposting’ with the species of the earthworm ‘Eiseniafetida’ was carried out and the
entire process was explained to us in great intricacies. We gained first hand exposure by
observation of the ‘Vermicomposting beds’ and the manure obtained due to the process of
vermiculture and vermicomposting. The demonstration on ‘Soil Erosion’ was beautifully
carried out with the use of one of the most simplest and doable techniques to make teaching
of this topic more meaningful.
The educational trip organized by ‘Trailblazers’ was definitely one of the most memorable
learning experience for all of us which introduced us to the ‘Experiential Learning’
techniques to make the teaching-learning process more meaningful for the students. The
hospitality offered by Trailblazers to all the participants was truly commendable and the
acceptance of feedback from the students for further improvement was highly appreciable. It
definitely created a deep impact on our minds and hearts with the realization of our goal to
save our environment create awareness and become better and responsible citizens for the
future.
Trailblazers truly made us aware of the common motto of
‘MULTIPLY THE MESSAGE!” We are indeed very grateful to our respected Principal
Ma’am Dr. Mrs. MintuSinha and all the faculty members for organizing such a wonderful
event for us and also a special thanks to Dr.BhagwanBalani for his co-ordination with
‘Trailblazers’ and making this event possible.
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Republic Day
Bombay Teachers’ Training College like every year celebrated Republic Day
with great zeal. This year being the 67th year of Indian Republic, the Student Council
organised the event along with the students of First Year B.Ed. Dr. (Mrs) Mintu Sinha
presided the event and was accompanied by the faculty.
The celebration commenced with a welcome speech by the General Secretary, the
event was meant to depict the history of how India became Republic and it would not have
been possible if the Indian leaders were not dedicated and committed for the nation’s well
being. It was portrayed well through a role play by the students of F.Y.B.Ed; the choir group
presented the song “Ae mere watanke logo” and the principal herself was seen singing few
lines, the song touched everyone’s heart, a feeling of patriotism aroused among the audience.
The national anthem was then sung by the audience with a great pride and the
event concluded with a vote of thanks given by a students. We all dispersed but carried with
ourselves a sense of dignity in being an Indian and a commitment to make the nation progress
towards development.
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School Based Observations
The B.Ed syllabus was revised from the year 2015-16 and as result of this there were a lot of
changes were made in the syllabus. We had school based observations as a part of our
practicum for the second semester. We were sent to different schools, some of these were
Kendriya Vidyalayas 1, 2 & 3, G.D. Somani, Shishuvan, Navy Children School and Hills
Spring International School.
As part of these observations we gained a lot of practical knowledge and experience. We also
gained knowledge about the different school practices like the way of conducting the
morning assembly, different competitions, and curricular as well as co-curricular activities.
While interacting with our peers we also realized how although they may be having the same
curriculum they had different ways of transacting it.
Observing the different lessons of the various teachers was a very helpful learning
experience. We learnt about the different techniques adopted by the teachers in the classroom
and also finding out which techniques were more successful than others. It was also helpful
as we could connect our theoretical knowledge to the practical knowledge. Overall it was an
amazing learning experience and definitely a good change made in the curriculum. It also
helped every student teacher to look at the schools from a broader perspective and thus help
in

achieving

our

future

endeavours.
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“UDAAN”- The Flight of Extension
Every year the department of lifelong learning and extension, University of Mumbai
organizes a festival titled “UDAAN-the flight of extension” during the month of JanuaryFebruary in a decentralized way in Mumbai. On 4TH February 2015-16, Bombay teachers
training college F.Y.B.Ed students participated in this festival. The Project undertaken by the
students of B.T.T.C were NIOS and SWS. It was a wonderful platform for all the prospective
teachers to be exposed to the different views and innovative ideas for the street play and
poster competitions. Aspiring student teacher’s from different B.Ed Colleges gathered to
exchange ideas and create mass awareness. The B.T.T.C Extension Work Student Members,
Student Managers- Ms Shaikh Arshi (NIOS) and Ms. Shah Shimoni (SWS) and our beloved
Extension Work Teacher – Dr. Manisha Tyagi worked with directed efforts towards making
the street play successful. The street play was titled “Mera Mitr” The message of the street
play was NIOS- Breaking barriers, Reaching the Unreached! The play displayed various
real life issues which stunt the growth of nation, as formal education system which becomes a
hindrance for marginalized people like physically challenged, transgender, women, children
with learning difficulties and dropouts. Also two students from each project participated in
poster competition where the message of Save the girl child and Reach the unreachableEducation for all. Also principals of participating colleges, field coordinators, teachers and
anchors are also honored by giving special contribution trophy and certificate. the festival a
good means to create awareness through art and drama! Where Student teachers got a
platform to show their talents and Influence various minds. Overall the festival was a huge
success and an enriching experience which we will cherish throughout our life!
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Seminar cum workshop on ‘Drama and Art in Education’
With the B.Ed course being extended to a two year program, many changes have been made
in the syllabus. One such change is the introduction of a new paper ‘Drama and Art in
Education’. The syllabus is as new for the teachers as it is for the students in fact it is a
challenge for teacher educators to transact this new syllabus and train the teachers to be. With
this thought in mind, BTTC organized a seminar cum workshop on the use of drama and art
in education, for the teacher educators of the various B.Ed Colleges across Mumbai on the 8th
of February, 2016.
The seminar consisted of lectures from experts in the field and demonstrations by
students.The seminar started with the Principal, Dr.MintuSinha, addressing the teachers and
students. This was followed with a presentation by Dr. Rajeev Jha on the different forms of
art including architecture, sculpture, dance, music, paintings, puppetry, etc. the presentation
included a brief background of these forms along with pictures, videos and music on the
same. His presentation highlighted the diverse forms of art not only in India, but across the
globe. The importance that these hold in the field of education is something that all teachers
of the present and future need to ponder upon.
After the presentation was a lecture by Dr. Radha Kumar,
associate professor, Department of Ancient Indian Culture at St.
Xaviers College. She expressed how sculptures, dance and
music can be used as tools to trigger discussions in the
classroom. She mentioned the richness of our culture and the
negative attitude amongst youth towards learning about our
ancient culture. She explained how art can be used, not only to
ensure quality in education, but also to revive our sense of
appreciation towards our own culture and art.
Following it was a presentation by Dr. Manisha Tyagi. She spoke about the element of ‘fun’
brought about by using drama and dance in education. Her presentation included dance
performances for teaching concepts like angles, motion, polygons, poetry, brain drain,
diversity and patriotism. It also included a short play on teaching the concept of tenses in
English language. The presentation demonstrated the application of drama and art in teaching
and learning. Her presentation provided various ideas that were quite simple to transact in the
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classroom and would bring about an element of novelty and interest in the topics that are
generally considered as boring by the students.
After that, an ex-student of BTTC, Ms. Azmin Zubin Vania, conducted a session with the
teachers and students. In her session, she demonstrated activities that can be used to bring
about better understanding in the classroom. She successfully demonstrated the nature of
humans by an activity called ‘bursting the balloon’, although she used chocolates instead of
balloons this time. She conducted other activities like musical story, creating a new rhythm,
mime, using an object other than what it is meant to be used as. These can be used in the
classroom to bring out the students’ sense of rhythm, co-ordination, storytelling, handling
problems and making thinking flexible. The seminar was concluded with a formal vote of
thanks proposed by Dr. Neelu Verma.
The seminar very well portrayed how drama and art can be used as effective teaching tools,
which allow students to participate, demonstrate and observe in a controlled environment. It
is bringing about learning in a non-traditional manner. The seminar was of value to the
teacher educators as it would help them in the teaching of this new paper using the various
techniques and ideas provided. It was a different experience for the students of the B.Ed.
course and would help them in their future teaching endeavours.
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Kala Ghoda Art Festival
. In order to develop a better understanding and appreciation towards drama and art our
college organized a visit to the Kala Ghoda arts festival on the 9th of February, 2016. We had
always viewed this festival from an entertainment perspective but by trying to look at it from
a different eye we noticed that there were many things which were also very purposeful and
significant from the educational point of view.
There were wonderful art pieces displayed at Kala Ghoda which gave a beautiful message.
Highlighting one particular work of art which I really liked, titled- “the betrayed.” This was
an art piece which showed a boy and a girl trapped and disturbed in huge figurine hands
which were trying to hold them down. The message here was to create social awareness
about child abuse. The message also laid emphasis on the fact that child abuse is mostly done
by the people in the child’s circle of trust. Thus, this work of art was really touching and
definitely many people were sensitized towards this issue. Apart from this, there were also
several other art sculptures like that of two boys who were multi coloured showing “unity in
diversity”. This installation showed two children hugging each other as a gesture of oneness
between them although there is a difference from where they are. This is was a very
intelligent representation promoting multiculturalism and thus very rightly putting across the
message of “unity in diversity”. There were many other beautiful things as well like the tower
of Babel, renaissance of freedom, a fish out of water and so on.
The festival is a beautiful symbol representing Indian culture and also giving a great platform
to artists to display their different talents in the form of sculpture, dance or music. It was
surely an amazing day immersed in the art and culture of India which was a very entertaining
and yet an enriching learning experience.
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Leisure Time @ Panoramic Resort
If there is one day in the year that every student looks forward to, that would be the ‘picnic’.
A picnic was planned for all the respective courses of our college on the 26th of February,
2016 to the Panoramic Resort in Panvel.
We were accompanied by two teachers and a tour guide in the bus. The journey was
definitely one to remember. The entire atmosphere was filled with joy as everyone indulged
in food, games, singing and laughing.
When we arrived at the resort we were provided with a healthy breakfast. After a while
everyone changed and rushed to the water park. There were other families enjoying in the
pool area as well.
Once in the pool, we were splashing water and giggling like children. We made sure we tried
every slide even though some of them were quite scary and exhilarating at the same time.
Many of us enjoyed dancing in the waterfall at the dance floor (rain dance) where amidst loud
music and cascading water everyone danced without a care in the world along with our
principal ma’am and teachers who joined us on the dance floor. It was the highlight of the
day!
After all the fun in the water, we proceeded to eat our lunch. On exploring the resort further,
we came across ducks, dogs, hens and a big emu bird in a fenced cage. We also explored the
gaming zone and 7D theatre. We were in awe of the serene beauty of the resort. We also
played many games in the park like badminton and playing with the Frisbee. There was a
small park with see saw, swings and slides which reminded us of our childhood.
It was truly an amazing day and we had a memorable experience playing, dancing and
enjoying the different treats. It was definitely a day to remember and cherish!
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Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
“A clean India would be the best tribute India could pay to Mahatma Gandhi on his 150 birth
anniversary in 2019,” said Shri Narendra Modi as he launched the Swachh Bharat Mission at
Rajpath in New Delhi. On 2nd October 2014, Swachh Bharat Mission was launched
throughout length and breadth of the country as a national movement.
While leading the mass movement for cleanliness, the Prime Minister exhorted people to
fulfill Mahatma Gandhi’s dream of a clean and hygienic India. Shri Narendra Modi himself
initiated the cleanliness drive at Mandir Marg Police Station. Picking up the broom to clean
the dirt, making Swachh Bharat Abhiyan a mass movement across the nation, the Prime
Minister said people should neither litter, nor let others litter. He gave the mantra of ‘Na
gandagi karenge, Na karne denge.’ Shri Narendra Modi also invited nine people to join the
cleanliness drive and requested each of them to draw nine more into the initiative.

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan is a National Cleanliness drive
campaign established by the Government of India. This
campaign is covering 4041 statutory towns in order to clean
roads, streets, and infrastructure of the India. The mission has
been implemented to cover all the rural and urban areas of the
India under the Ministry of Urban Development and the
Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation accordingly. The
first cleanliness drive was held on the 25th of September 2014.
The Human Resource Development Ministry asked all
colleges and educational institutions to ensure implementation of the ‘Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan’. In a ministry communiqué sent ahead of the launch, institutes were asked to make
sure that the programme is sustained in a “befitting” manner and the campuses are kept clean.
At the Bombay Teacher’s Training College, In accordance with the honourable Prime
Minister, Mr. Narendra Modi’s “Swachh Vidhyalaya - Swachh Bharat,” campaign a special
assembly was organized to declare and adopt Swachh Vidhyalaya- Swachh Bharat campaign.
On 10 March 2016 . Understanding the importance of the this clean up drive movement
The Bombay teacher's training college faculty members and prospective teachers geared up
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to clean up their own vicinity .. Best foot forward towards drive
was started with oath ceremony. The importance of this swatch
Bharat Abhiyan was elaborated by Mrs Neelu Verma. As soon as
groups were formed, duties were assigned students to all three
batches of Bombay teacher training college marched towards
different activities areas with al energy and excitement for this
massive movement. Mopping floors, sealing, doors and corridors,
dusting , dashboards notice boards stairs case to staff room, library,
computer lab , principal room each and every corners was Cleaned
by the students and throughout the session guild lines and keen observation was done by all
faculty members . With all efforts and dedication students of the college left no stone
unturned to extract maximum outcome from this clean up drive. It was an enlightening day
for all the students and faculty members.
It ended with good note stating that clean and healthy environment leads to harmonious and
peaceful living.

The task of the modern educator is not to
cut down jungles, but to irrigate deserts.

C. S. Lewis
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Blood Donation and Health Check-up Drive
BTTC conducted a blood donation and health check-up drive for the students as well as the
faculty members on the 10th of March, 2016. The blood donation drive was organized in
collaboration with Sayvodhya Hospital Samarpan Blood Bank and the health check-up was
conducted by Dr. Sameer Trivedi and his team from Indu Clinic.
Before the drive began, the doctors who had come to conduct the drive addressed the students
and explained to them the importance and benefits of donating blood to them as well as the
society. They explained the various problems faced due to conditions like thalassemia and
diabetes and also mentioned certain simple things that can be done every day in order to keep
diseases at bay and to lead a healthy life. They also encouraged everyone to donate blood
voluntarily.
Many of the students willingly donated blood. Before taking blood from the donors, the nurse
checked the weight and the level of hemoglobin in their blood to determine if the individual
was eligible to donate blood or not. When asked about their experience of donating blood, the
donors said that it was a moment of pride for them as their blood could now be used to heal a
needy or perhaps may even save a life. The health check-up included various tests such as
neuropathy, blood sugar level, blood pressure, BMI and Thalassemia. Almost all the students
of the B.Ed, DECE and D.T.Ed participated in the health check-up. The check-ups were done
by many doctors of the organization who were assisted by nurses and other staff. Even the
members of the faculty participated in the health check-up.
It was a good experience for some students as it was the first time that they donated blood.
Such programs are really helpful in teaching young people about different medical conditions
and the measures that can be taken for a healthier life and also the importance of donating
blood and thus helping the society of which they are a part.
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Recruitment Day
Bombay Teachers’ Training College had organized a campus recruitment event on 11th
March, 2016 for the students of Diploma in Teacher Education (D.T.Ed) and Diploma in
Early Childhood Education (D.E.C.E).
Preparations towards this day were initiated a month prior, when the college organized a
workshop on how to prepare for the recruitment day. A special seminar was conducted on
how students should prepare their resume, cover letter and portfolio. Intricacies of how to
create the documents and its appropriate format were discussed in detail with the respective
classes. Examples of student-teacher portfolio were demonstrated to enable thorough
understanding of the topic. Various Do’s and Don’ts on how to prepare for the big day were
shared with all students - appropriate formal attire, documents to be carried along, possible
questions to expect from the interviewers, etc.
On the day of the recruitment, everyone was expected to reach
college by 9:00 am in the morning. In order to streamline the
process of job application, schools were stationed at different
locations in the college and a memo of their locations was sent to the students. Various
schools such as Aditya Birla World Academy, NSS Hill Spring, Bombay International
School, NMT Academy and various pre-schools such as Learning Links, Backyard Bears and
Serra International pre-school were present for the recruitment day. Interviews along with the
recruitment process went on for the rest of the day. Many students were called on-site at the
school for the next round of interviews. Approximately 120 students from both the classes
had participated in the event. Out of that, 70% of the students got through the interviews and
landed a job in the schools of their choice. Many schools could not be physically present on
the recruitment day. However, they requested the interested students to apply directly and
eventually hired them.
The recruitment day turned out to be a great accomplishment for both the schools as well the
students at BTTC. Joint efforts put in by the teachers as well the members of the BTTC
student committee ensured that the event was a success.
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Speaking Our Mind
Every year BTTC organizes the Shri H.M. Nagrani English Extempore and the Shri
Narayandas Hindi Extempore Competition for the students of the B.Ed course. This year, the
competitions were organized on the 18th March, 2016. The judges for the competition were
Mrs. Vinita Abhichandani and Ms. Madhu Kedia.
There were eleven teams for the English and eight teams for the Hindi extempore, each team
comprising of two members. The participants were asked to draw chits 5 minutes before their
performance and each team had to draw one chit. Participants were required to speak for 2
minutes on their topic. The performance of the participants was judged based on the diction,
organization of matter and delivery. The topics of the extempore were very interesting. They
included contemporary issues such as politics, discipline, Make in India, Freedom of Speech,
etc.
The team that won the trophy for the Hindi Extempore included Sneha Chavda and Jyoti
Redekar and Sneha Chavda also won the Best Speaker Award for the same. The winners of
the English Extempore were Payal Gupta and Samina Agwan. The best speaker for the
English Extempore was Samina Agwan. The winners were presented with trophies and
certificates.
The judges then gave their impressions about the competition. They also gave some tips and
advices to be kept in mind for such competitions. The event was concluded with a vote of
thanks proposed by one of the students.
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Holi ke Rang BTTC ke Sang!
A lovely celebration of holi was organized by the members of the Student council of the
F.Y.B.Ed class. An interesting program was organized which included a play, singing and
dance performance in which the students participated.
The Principal, faculty members and the students were welcomed by Samina Agwan, which
was followed by a skit, group song and a dance performance. The skit very beautifully
depicted the story of how the festival got its name- ‘Holi’. It was very well enacted by the
students and they took a lot of efforts to put up a good show, be it the costumes or the acting.
It was surely an enjoyable and informative skit.
This was followed by a singing performance by the talented students of B.Ed. The melody of
the tunes was enjoyed by one and all. Finally, a wonderful dance performance on a holi song
was held which very well complemented the entire spirit of the occasion along with being
very entertaining.
The event was concluded by playing with eco friendly colors which was thoroughly enjoyed
by the students and the faculty members. Therefore, the entire event was an entertainment
package, packed with joy and excitement.
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PTA
BTTC had organized their parents-teachers meet on 30th March, 2016 along with the Cultural
Kaleidoscope presentation of the
South and the Sindhi-East group.
A formal invitation was given to
the parents well in advanced.
Since the Cultural Kaleidoscope
was on the same day the students
had prepared cuisine from the
South and North East of India
and

Sindhi

community.

The

parents were welcomed with this
cultural treat prepared by the students themselves. After the refreshments they were invited
for the cultural presentation. Dr. (Mrs) Manisha Tyagi and Dr. Rajeev Jha welcomed the
parents.
The parents were cheerful as they saw their children perform. They thoroughly enjoyed the
show and also learnt a lot about the culture of India. After the
presentation, there was a discussion session conducted by Dr.
Manisha Tyagi, who asked the parents about their views
related to the college and the activities conducted. Parents
mostly admitted that they are impressed with the kind of
guidance and training BTTC is providing to the students.
The parents gave
their
about
various

views
the
aspects

of the course and also gave suggestions to
improvise the same. The parents congratulated
the students as well as the faculty for putting up
a great show.
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Bleed Blue
In India we follow many religions and surprisingly, cricket is one of them. On the 31st of
March, Team India was to play the West Indians to qualify for the finals. India defeated
Australia in the Quarter
Finals and qualified for
the semi finals of the
tournament.

Following

this spirit, we at BTTC,
celebrated the Bleed Blue
Day in support of team
India for the semi-finals
of

the

World

Championship.

T20

Students

and teachers wore blue to elicit their support for the same. Some students also painted the
Tricolor on their faces.
It was a fun filled day where students clicked pictures in various cricketing poses and showed
support for their favorite players. This particular event was the first of its kind to be
celebrated and it left the students with memories to cherish.
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IQAC Meet
Quality has always been an important asset for BTTC. In order to continually enhance the
quality of the education imparted year after year, IQAC Meets are conducted each year. The
chairperson of the meeting was our Principal, Dr. (Mrs) Mintu Sinha and the coordinator was
Dr. Rajeev Jha.
The meet was attended by

Internal Members-

Mrs. M R Lath

Dr. M Kochar

Dr. M A Ansari

Dr. M Tyagi

Mrs. N Verma

Mrs. R Talreja

Mr. N Meghrajani

Mrs.S Chhabria

Dr. P Pillai

Mr. A B Joshi

Ms. Payal Gupta(Student)

Ms. Samina
Agwan(Student)



External Members

Dr. Sagarika Damle

Mr. Peter D’Costa

Ms. Deepika Bhatia

HOD, Dept. of Life

Principal,

Vice Principal(Jr. College)

Sciences K C College

MSPT School

H R College

Mr. S Baria(Alumnus)

Mr. Dhingreja(Alumnus)

Mr. R Chhabria(PTA)

The meeting began with the introduction of the new members and confirmation of the
previous year’s minutes of the meeting. The representatives of the faculty gave inputs about
the programmes undertaken by the college since the last meet.
Important suggestions were given by the external members as well as the faculty, alumni and
students. Some of the suggestions made included eco-initiative, social-initiative,
formalization of student appreciation system and interaction with the alumni.
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Mentoring
There are many different ways of assisting students who need extra help to maximize their
learning outcomes, one effective way of doing this is for teachers to work with students in
small groups in a mentoring role. Mentoring relationships are a shared opportunity for
learning and growth.
At BTTC students are divided into groups of 4 to 5 students each and each group is assigned
a teacher-mentor. The mentor also acts as a counselor for the students by resolving their
queries. There is a mentoring session held once in a week in a formal manner but the students
are free to approach their mentors at any point of time.
The mentoring session helps the students develop a sense of belongingness, where they are
able to clear any doubts related to academics or even otherwise. Mentoring promotes healthy
and positive relationships between mentees and mentors which in turn builds community
capacity.
Communication in a smaller group helps students to put forth their grievances and
shortcomings in a better way. The group discusses the probable solutions to their problems
and then work on the same. The students bond well with the mentor as well as the students of
their group.
Such a healthy relation boosts the student’s confidence, communication, trust and problem
solving abilities.

Mentoring is a brain to pick, an ear to listen and a push in the right direction
-John C Crosby
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Yoga

Yoga is the journey of the self, through the self, to the self.
-The Bhagwad Gita
In times of increasing responsibilities stress is an
unfriendly companion. Yoga acts as a medicine
to this stress. Yoga is the way or answer to
which we can attain a healthy body, mind and
soul.
A teacher’s job is not an easy one. A teacher
needs to wear multiple hats and perform various
roles, in order to perform to the full potential a
teacher needs to be fit and energetic. Keeping this in mind, yoga was organized for the
students of DECE by Dr. Manisha Tyagi. Many different asanas were demonstrated along
with Pranayama and meditation also being an integral part of the add on course.
The yoga add on course and seminar was very beneficial and we learnt to keep our minds
relaxed and our body healthy. This was a wonderful learning experience which will help the
students through all the days of their lives.
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Diploma in Teacher Education (D.T.Ed) Highlights
Visit to Nehru Science Centre
D.T.Ed students visited Nehru Science Centre in October 2015. First Year D.T.Ed students
attended the play “Boondh Boondh Pani” on 27 th October 2015. Students were enthralled by
the theatrical performance depicting the importance of nature’s precious gift the “Water for
Life”. Students’ understanding of gravity of water crises in future was clearly seen in the
reports submitted soon after the visit.
Second Year D.T.Ed students attended the popular science lecture on the topic
“Light/Optics”, delivered by Prof. Dr. Rajpal S. Sirohi, Padmashri, Bharat Ratna Lokapriya
Gopinath Bordoloi Chair Professor, Professor of Eminence, Department of Physics, Tezpur
University, on 28th October, 2015. This lecture was organized as a part of celebrating the year
2015 as International year of Light. Students greatly appreciated the lecture and the visit to
the centre. Individual reports on the visit to Nehru Science Centre submitted by students
resulted in a delightful collection of their observations
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FACULTY CORNER
Philos Sophia
-Dr. Meenakshi Lath
I remember this scene straight out of an old Hindi movie. There is this hero who is merrily
driving down a mountain road, a song on his lips, a smile on his face. And then suddenly crash! Accident! Next we find him on a bed in a humble abode in some village. There is the
proverbial bandage on his head. A spot of bright blood on it too. The village doctor sahib and
a pretty village belle are among those who are tending to him. Just then he regains
consciousness. “Main kaun hoon? Main kahan hoon? Main yahan kaise aaya?” Now, now 
don’t laugh! These are very profound questions. In fact, these are some of the ultimate
questions of philosophy.
Philos Sophia.Greek for –a love of wisdom. Philosophy is all about asking questions,
attempting to answer those questions, and then questioning those answers. Sounds like a bit
like chasing your tail, right? Wrong!! I am sure every one of you must have asked these
questions at some point in your life. What does it mean to be human? What is our purpose
here on earth? What happens after we die? Are there worlds beyond this? These, and more,
are the questions of philosophy. What is the nature of our reality? What is knowledge? What
is to be valued in this world? Logic, ethics, aesthetics? All inquiry and every question that
ever bubbled up in any human being’s mind falls under the domain of philosophy. It is said
that philosophy is the mother of all disciplines. The territory of philosophy was as vast as the
universe itself. The sciences and psychology have found conclusive answers to some of these
questions raised by the thinkers, and have appropriated a part of the territory of philosophy.
Philosophy, when applied to education is known as educational philosophy. It helped us to
ask questions about the nature of education and schooling, what is the purpose of education,
what is worth teaching and how, what kind of discipline can be practiced, what is the nature
of the student-teacher relationship and questions of ethics. Educational philosophy once
formed a part of the foundational studies in the B.Ed. curriculum. However, with the revision
of the B.Ed. curriculum to the new two-year format the teacher education policy makers
have, in their supreme wisdom, chosen not to focus on educational philosophy as one of the
foundational courses. Instead there is a greater emphasis on contemporary Indian society and
social issues. Whether or not educational philosophy features in the formal B.Ed. curriculum
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or not, these are questions of utmost importance, which need to be asked before any
educational endeavour.

Entitavity
-Dr. Rajeev Indramani Jha

Classrooms are multidimensional complex environments in which people interact
interdependently with one another and with the unique characteristics of the specific physical
and social environment. In addition to being a physical location, the classroom also provides
an active, viable, social-psychological experience. An effective teacher needs to understand
the dynamics of this social psychological experience, as well as know how to create a climate
and dynamic that facilitate learning. Moulding a class, which starts as an aggregate of
individuals, into a group requires that the teacher help the class develop a perception of
entitavity (“we-ness”) and group cohesiveness (tightness, closeness). These can be fostered
through interaction, interdependence, and the development of common goals.
Donald T. Campbell (1958) coined the term entitavity to describe the situation where
a group of individuals begins to be perceived as a unique team or group, ‘we’ versus ‘they’. It
is a condition in which a group takes on its own real existences, its own identity. This
becoming of a unit, an entity, also occurs in classrooms that are forming as a group and who
are developing as a community of learners.
Entitavity, or developing a sense of “We-ness,” will be facilitated by any efforts that
draw a distinction between the “We” and the “They”. Thus, a teacher whose students select a
class nickname and even develop a class logo will be facilitating the development of
entitavity.
In order to develop a sense of entitavity, a class has to create uniqueness, a
distinctiveness that demarcates “who they are” and “who belongs” as opposed to ‘who they
are not’ and ‘who does not belong’. The following can increase this sense of “we-ness” and
thus contribute to the development of entitavity:
1. The development of a class nickname, logo, or slogan.
2. The embodiment of these nicknames, etc. on a classroom plaque, sign, button, badge, etc.
3. The distribution of class “membership” cards, which can also include on the back of each
card the “rules” of the class.
4. The sharing of some special class experience, perhaps a field trip, special speaker, or the
opportunity for a unique, personal experience in class.
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5. The establishment of special routines, such as having pizza parties at successful
completion of unit of study; or a special activity to celebrate member’s birthdays, etc.
6. The creation of a class newspaper or newsletter.
Thus, the opportunity to interact and work interdependently will help to mould a class
into a group, into a community of learners.

Brand Consciousness “A Visible Attitude”
-Dr. Mandeep Kochar
A growing economy and the ensuing increase in purchasing power has made people more
fashion conscious. Brands today have a great influence on the minds of people. They have
the ability to mould the thought process of people and create a demand of the brand.
Renowned brand labels on eatables, outfits, foot wear and other accessories give satisfaction
to the conspicuous consumers.
People are becoming more self-conscious, which raise the temptation in them to
follow the craze for brand race. The street trends are getting down market and latest styles
tagged with brand name are dominating the market. In a luxury brands survey India was
ranked third after Greece and Hong Kong in the list of “most brand conscious” countries in
the world. The influence of brands can be seen to a large extent affecting the personality of
any individual.
There was a time when people only focused more on the price factor while choosing a
product or service. But now, the scenario has changed. Today people have become brand
conscious; they go for brand starting from hair oil to footwear. The choice depends on the
societal status and the esteem value that brand gives to them. The quality, comfort and style
have become major motivation for getting designer stuff and it gives a great boost to personal
ego.
On the contrary, if we move to another aspect, social pressure is a major factor for
choosing branded things. Even some say, brand helps them to become style icon of their peer
group. Today’s youth is more brand conscious than ever. For teenagers to yearn for ‘cool’
clothes and ‘fancy’ gadgets is hardly a new phenomenon. Adolescents prefer or opt for brand
because it gives them funky style or a chik-look. They are particular about using branded
products thinking that their personality gets enhanced giving them sophisticated and
professional look. Even Children today are extremely aware of the various brands in the
market and are conscious of the products they use or consume. They pick and choose
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carefully according to their needs, style and preference. They also exercise a lot of
independence in decision making and influence their family in buying tricks. Today’s kids
are well informed, better than their parents. This is because virtually form birth; today’s
children are exposed to TV commercials, logos and product promotions.
As the world is progressing with the advancement of technology, the brand
consciousness among students is being affected by excessive use of ICT which includes
mobile phones, internet and television. The youth of today is under the shed of love for
brands. Stereotype shoppers today are highly brand obsessed. The phase of adolescence is a
time for personality formation and is usually empowered by the need for self-expression and
for this they buy expensive branded products.
They consider the use of brands to be an important determinant of their personality
irrespective of the resources available to them and the socio-economic status of their family.
This may cause unnecessary burden on the parents who are not able to meet the demands of
their children, secondly it is increasing social waste in our environment. We need to be
thoughtful on the issue and ask ourselves is ‘Brand Consciousness’ always good for us as
individual and is it good for our society?? We need to educate our children that ‘Brand
Consciousness’ does not guarantee overall growth and development of our nation. We need
to train our mind to foresee the optimum utilization of available resources in nature and must
realize and accept that ‘Brand Consciousness’ surely plays a major role in creating a divide
between haves and have-nots.

Preparation For Final Exams
-Dr. Ansari Mohammad Azam M.S.
Dream, Dream Dream….!! Dreams transform into thoughts and thoughts result in action.
- Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam
Setting Foundation
a. Review your syllabus
 Plan and review sessions beginning at least a week in advance of each exam
 Review your notes because it will to help reinforce what you learnt
b. Creating environment for Learning
 Study in a clean and quiet and orderly room.
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 Study and focus better in a brighter, oxygenated room with little noise
 For better studying performance, eliminate distractions such as TV and loud music
Organize Your Learning
 Focus on your work objectives
 Go through your notes and jot down points for revision
 Ask questions to yourself about your preparation
Studying Efficiently
 Find the right hours
 Don't study when you are tired
 It's better to get a good night's sleep after studying for a short time than to push on
at two in the morning
Keep self Motivated
 20-30 minutes of study and then a 5 minute break is the most effective method
 Think positive but work hard
Eat a healthy and light meal.
 Eat a balanced breakfast full of lean protein and vegetables
 Drink plenty of water
 Avoid spicy food
Other points and tips
 Make a study timetable and follow it honestly
 Take breaks because it can help your brain to relax and soak up the information you
have just learned
 Don't study lying on top of your bed as you could get sleepy
 Turn off your mobile, social media sites and TV
 Get enough sleep and eat a healthy breakfast
 Study one main chapter properly instead of studying every chapter at once
 Make flowchart and diagram
 Practice your answers and write it
109

Biography of Assessment!!!
-Dr. Bhagwan Balani
I am a process that estimates & judges the quality of a learning task
My nature is comprehensive and keeps occurring now and then
Teachers cannot do without me, I hold a central place
I am an integral part of education and hence indispensible
I am omnipresent in every edu-world like an air in the sky
I have many perspectives
Assessment for Learning, my focus is that you learn and learn
Assessment of Learning, my focus is to let you know what you have learned
Assessment as Learning, my focus is to ensure that you learn in right perspectives
I have different forms,
Self, that’s strengthens you from within
Peer, you get know how your peers perceive you
Teacher, the purpose is to show you your true progress
I exist in variety of ways and forms
Placement is the first; I make sure that you receive right kind of instructions
I do use diagnostic approach, to remove obstacles in your leaning track
My nature is formative, I keep an eye on your learning tasks
I also look in totality, how do you do well through summative assessment,
If you want to improvise learning do come to me
I have a magic stick that can change your perspectives/fortunes
I use many tools; My techniques are unique & the kind of functions I do
When I am in action, I do wonders for you
I am such a mirror that reflects true you
The quality of entire education rests on quality of my performance
The more you be friend with me, the more I will take care of you!
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Key for Success in School -5S
-Dr. Manisha Tyagi
Teaching is one of the most important professions in the world. In the recent times teacher
has many challenges to face. She has to create conducive learning environment in the
classroom as well as in the school. Classroom should reflect high teaching standards and
represents vision of a safe, well-behaved, and positive environment. So how do you get
there? How do you make your classroom sing it’s most important song? Here’s how to apply
5S to a school classroom.
5s represents a 5-step discipline for maintaining a well organized and visual workplace. An
organized and systematic environment helps children to be more independent and helps
teachers spend more time on their students rather than spending time searching to find what’s
needed.
5S is the name of a workplace organization method that uses a list of five Japanese
words: seiri, seiton, seiso, seiketsu, and shitsuke.


Sort – Remove unnecessary items from the workplace. Keep only what is essential.



Set In Order – Arrange items so they are easily accessible. “A place for everything,
and everything in its place.”



Shine – Clean the work area so it is neat and tidy. Return all items to their assigned
place.



Standardize – Set standards for a consistently organized workplace. Make standards
easy to understand.



Sustain – Maintain and review standards. Address root causes and avoid reversion to
the “old ways.”

If a classroom is kept with 5s system it will have positive impact on the students and learning
will be enhanced. The benefits of 5s are as follows• Cleaner and safer work areas -- when a classroom is clean and organized students are safe
and other dangers are eliminated.
• Less wasted time -- when tools and materials are accessible and orderly, teachers need less
time to "go get" and less time to search.
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• Improved self-discipline -- the 5S system, especially its visual nature, makes abnormal
conditions noticeable and makes ignoring standards more difficult.
Therefore we can say that the 5S process increases morale, creates positive impressions on
students, and increases efficiency of the teacher. 5S is an integrated approach for productivity
improvement. 5S is a culture which increases efficiency, improves quality, reduces cost,
makes delivery on time, improves safety and improves morale. To get the greatest success,
the nature and implication of each “S” need to be understood by each teacher and should be
regularly practiced.

What makes a great Teacher?
-Dr Lubna J. Mansuri
Teaching can be exhausting, hectic and difficult. Teaching can transform other people's lives
for the better. Teachers are the most hardworking, patient and reliable workers. A teacher can
help to develop subject knowledge, their mind and personality. Teaching profession has
become challenging in the present scenario. Students are exposed to the world of technology
and have too many distractions in their lives. Students like to experiment with new and
dynamic possibilities. They are well aware of the happenings and changes around them. In
this situation the teacher needs to possess effective skills in order to excel in their profession
and to create an environment that requires higher thinking skills.

Teachers communicate with different stakeholders like students, parents, colleagues and
administrators on a daily basis. The communication is either face-to-face, on the phone, in
print, electronically or through the public address system. The message must be constructed
carefully and delivered clearly to be properly received. A teacher should have good legible
handwriting, free from spelling errors. Correct grammatical structures are very important in
all forms of written communication. Effective communication transforms the boring lesson
into interesting learning process. Therefore a teacher should have a strong written and oral
communication skill.
Interpersonal skills are vital to manage conflicts and engage resistant students, colleagues and
parents in constructive approaches. Powerful influence on others can be achieved through
interactions with colleagues to support ongoing learning and personal development. If the
teacher remembers the names of her students, it can go a long way towards making the
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teaching process run more smoothly and effectively. The teacher must possess the
interpersonal skills necessary to avoid being drawn into an unproductive conflict and resolve
or exit the situation gracefully.
It’s important for a teacher to posses the ability to learn and adapt to new changes & work in
a fast paced, deadline-driven environment. Change is dynamic and helps to grow and
progress. Effective classroom planning is yet another important skill. Teachers need to find
ways to make learning "relevant, authentic, and valuable" in students' lives. The teacher can
thus connect teaching to real life examples, can use students' interests and fascinations
and give students enough choices to be more efficient. The teacher should use discovery
and activity based methods and present information in multiple formats as each child
learns in a different manner. This will lead to development of self-monitoring skills
among students.

Critical Reflection: The Right Skill
-Mrs. Neelu Verma
Skills lead to personal development and excellence. I believe in Skill India motto- Hunar Hai
to Kadar Hai. However, the selection of the right set of skills plays a role in an individual’s
success.
In the educational scenario, one skill that seems to be desired by teachers and students alike is
the skill of critical reflection. It is a skill required for success in any field and so, inculcating
it right from childhood is the best way to develop sound thinking minds.
Critical reflection is generally understood to be difficult, contested terrain, that appears to be
attractive on paper but is complex to put into action. With today’s multinational,
multicultural, complex issues, citizens must be able to sift through large amounts of data to
make intelligent decisions. Developing critical thinking and reflective skill has become the
main focus of school as well as higher education in order to provide the intellectual training
for its students to participate in this world.
The terms reflection, critical reflection, reflective practice, reflective thinking and reflexivity
have similar meanings and application and can be used interchangeably.
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Critical reflection is advocated in many areas of professional development and practice also.
It encourages people to gain insight into their own professionalism through their experiences.
These areas include and are not limited to all areas of health care education, teaching,
management and research.
In the two-year B.Ed. curriculum, a course on Reading and Reflection has been introduced.
This move is in sync with the basic requirement of reflective practices possessed by teachers.
Reflection leads to transformative learning, which may lead to changes in personal
understandings and behaviour. Students can use critical reflection practices for improving
thinking strategies, learning and assessment of self and social systems.
To sum up, critical reflective skill possessed by teachers can be successfully passed on to
students that may successfully help them achieve their highest potential and unleash their
magic to the world.

AppEdu
-Mrs Raju Talreja
When one looks at how technology has changed education over the past decade, one can’t
help but be blown away by the sheer number of apps for educators that have absolutely
flooded the electronic marketplace. There are so many apps for teachers released every
month that even the most plugged-in educator would have a difficult time processing and
utilizing them all.
Class Dojo: A dojo is, by formal definition, a formal training place, which makes it pair
naturally with any K-12 classroom. It allows you to easily award both merits and demerits
based on classroom conduct to your class roster right from your iDevice or Android.
Student Clicker - Socrative :The real challenge behind a classroom at any level is student
retention and understanding. Socrative is an app for teachers and students that strives to
ensure that these key metrics are both possible and quantifiable. In a way, this app is able to
turn your classroom into a game of Jeopardy!
Showbie - Collect, review & annotate student work - Showbie Inc.
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Cloud computing has been all the rage lately, and now K-12 teachers finally have an app that
brings that technology to their classrooms – Showbie. Through your unique classroom cloud,
students are able to submit homework assignments, so unless they have a digital dog, you’ll
be hearing a lot less of those excuses.
eBackpack-excels where other collaboration tools do not. The app allows you to share
information and course assignments with a class or individual group, while subsequently
providing you the tools to annotate and grade said assignments before digitally returning
them.
Pixntell -This is a great storytelling app. Students can use their own photos or those from the
web along with their recorded voice to create a personalized video that’s ready to share. The
free version allows you to use four images.
Toontastic-This app is designed to walk students through the storytelling process of choosing
a scene, climax, setting, conflict, and characters. Students even choose music to match the
characters’ emotions and create a digital storytelling video that is shared with authentic
global audiences on the online channel ToonTube.
Speed Geography Life: This makes tackling geography concepts fun. Students can learn and
review specific regions. The lite version includes countries in North America, South
America, Europe and Oceania.
Map my Globe: The continents, oceans, and poles have lost their places! Can you help put
them back and restore order to the world? Map My World encourages children to broaden
their global awareness, by asking them to place all 7 continents, 5 oceans, and 2 poles back in
their proper world locations.
Plickers: The teacher poses the question and students hold up the card corresponding to the
answer they want to give. The teacher then uses her phone or iPad to scan across the room.
Plickers registers the results and feeds it all into a database. It can be used on iPhone and
Android devices as well as on the Web and is free.
Spelling City: The app offers 25 online spelling games. It’s totally customizable so the
teacher can have control over how to tie the word into a sentence. It is Web-based, as well
as available on iPad and iPhone. The basic version is free.
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SeeSaw:This is an easy portfolio tool that allows teachers, students and parents to see and
access video, audio, photo and text artifacts of learning. It’s easy to set up and even kids at
the lowest level can use it. The teacher can watch the growth of the student and collect that
formative assessment evidence through their progression.
Skitch: This app allows students to take a picture, write on it, decorate it, direct it to
someone else, even use emojii on it. It’s another way to mix media to show understanding
or add knowledge.
Knowmia: Many teachers use this tool for flipping their lessons. The software offers lots
of tools to design short video lessons. They can assign the video to their class and track
who has watched it. Additionally, other people have access to the lesson.It’s a way to have
a larger audience and create tools you need.

Social Impact of YouTube
-Dr.Priya Pillai, Librarian
Unfortunately, not everyone has the opportunity to go to the best schools, universities, or
even has the time to go to extra courses to fill out their knowledge base. But luckily, the
internet can step in and serve to fill in some of the holes and to take away some of the burden.
This article examines how YouTube, has become a powerful space that affords new ways to
consume, create, and share information of any type such as music, education, business,
politics etc.
Being a working woman, it was not possible for me to send my daughter of 10 years ( 2
years ago) to creative craft class which she wanted to join. But as a librarian I showed her
how to pursue her passion. She started watching YouTube for learning how to make paper
crafts, origami, quilling earrings, etc. She was lonely being a single daughter, but YouTube
become a companion from that day when I showed her the possibility of exploring the world
with YouTube. This may be the case with many in India and abroad.
23rd April 2005, YouTube was launched worldwide. Eleven years on, more than one billion
users visit the site each month watching six billion hours of video.
YouTube has influenced almost all spheres of our life. Bollywood actors are releasing videos
on YouTube. YouTube has provided new ways to consume, create, and share music.
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YouTube gives wide exposure to controversial political news. Indian politicians also have
channels for awareness purpose. Our honorable Prime minister started a Channel called PMO
where they upload information about PM’s travel, visits, new schemes launched by
government etc. Before the budget session, Finance Minister also uploaded

a video of

‘halwa ceremony’ on YouTube. In Business if a company has to sustain the competition it
should have a compelling presence on YouTube. It has created thousands of new
communities. If you are wondering about how to fix your leaking tap, or how insert batteries
in a camera, how to change baby diaper, you will get experts on your YouTube. You will
find contents about wedding, birthday , travel to unknown places, tips to decorate your house
, movies, kid contents- the list is endless.
The nonprofit organization like Khan Academy combines online learning with puzzles and
games with microteaching lessons through YouTube. The education community has a
responsibility to properly prepare students for the technological world. Being literate no
longer only involves being able to read and write. The literate of the twenty-first century must
be able to download, upload, rip, burn, chat, create, save, blog, Skype, Whatsapp, and share
the information. Teachers can Use YouTube as a tool for flipped classroom where the
teachers can upload the ideas, topics for the lecture in YouTube and in the class he can
discuss the topics in details with the students.
Numberphile, Vsauce, MinutePhysics, ViHart, Sixty Symbols and the likes, will influence
knowledge in a good way. Even though one might not remember everything they show, I'm
of the opinion that it will broaden the mind and make one think of stuff one wouldn't have
thought of.
Some of the YouTube channels for education are SciShow, ASAP Science, Veritasium
Science Trailer, Brusspup, Scientific American Space Lab, Sick Science, The Spirit Science,
Discovery Channel, BBC Earth, Periodic Table of Voices, Sixty Symbols, History Channel,
BoredShorts TV, Misterduncan and TEDtalks
Many schools are starting to ban the YouTube as a learning tool due to some inappropriate
contents. But students need to be taught how to use this valuable tool by teachers, parents and
the Librarian.
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STUDENTS CORNER
HERITAGES ARE ALIVE!

(In our everyday busy life, we often forget to appreciate the world around us. Things which
carry lot of history in them and have stories to tell)

Days and nights pass, seasons come and go,
But they stand tall witnessing the change.

They are not just any piece of art,
They are alive with deep silence conceived in them.

They have seen the greatest falls of history,
And the greatest rise of nations.

You can talk to them with curious approach
And you will make instant connection.

They will explain how it feels to be helpless
When a daughter seeks help in her darkest hours,

They will show you their wounds of the past.
Whenever beliefs of the people have shattered from humanity.

They will tell you how it feels like giving a shadow
To a labour who has worked all day long and slept empty stomach.

Heritages are alive with deep silence conceived in them.
(Inspiration- flora fountain)

-Ajit Kumar
F.Y.B.Ed
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LIFE

Life is a race; but a very different one.
Here, it is not important to reach the finish line first,
What is important is to learn every lesson that comes when you place your left foot on the
ground,
And explore every mystery while placing the right one.
Not only the strength to strive ahead, but also building courage to see others lead is what
matters.
It’s not just about momental glory; it’s about a lifetime celebration
RememberEvery game is about life; and life itself is a game!
-Samina Agwan
F.Y.B.Ed

SENSES
The beauty of Nature that soothes our Eyes.
The chirping of Birds, that echoes in our Ears.
The fragrance of Flowers, that gives scent to our Nose
The sweetness of Fruits, that lingers on our Tongue.
The gentle breeze of Wind that tranquilizes our Skin.
Have you ever acknowledged? The Gifts of God.
-Ankita Naidu
F.Y.B.Ed
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I LIVE IN A WORLD...

I live in a world, where there is enough water in swimming pool,
But not for a thirsty person who roams like a fool.

I live in a world, where garbage bins are overflowing with unfinished eatables,
Whereas some people are sacrificing their food for their loved ones.

I live in a world where there is enough space to play,
But not for the person who roams to stay.

I live in a world, where some children leave their parents and home in aggression,
Whereas some didn’t have at all, Or lost them due to starvation.

I live in a world, where some kids are ending their life with knife,
Whereas others are working hard and giving meaning to their life.

I live in a world, where some kids don’t value education,
Whereas some are doing wonders with their determination.

I just want to make sure that this world, becomes a better place to live,
Where humanity be considered as everyone’s forte!

-Arshi Shaikh
F.Y.B.Ed
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THE GIFT I CAN GIVE YOU IS…

THREE

I have so little to give you my dear,

Control these three,

So little gold and silver,

Tongue, Anger, Attraction.

But I can give you a gift, my dear,

Keep up these three,

That cannot be brought or sold,

Promise, Friendship, Affection.

It is as warm as a blanket for a child,

Guard these three,

And sweet as nectar of a bee,

Word, Work, Character.

It is as fragrant as the flower in the garden,

Respect these three,

The only gift I can give you is,

Old age, Culture, Laws.

The smile when we meet,

Love these three,

My tears to comfort you in pain,

Hard work, Sincerity, Sanctity.

My hand to hold in your joys and sorrows.
Worship these three,
-Aanchal Shroff

Beauty, Intelligence, Good behaviour.

F.Y.B.Ed
Slum these three,
Laziness, Lies, Pride.

Practice these three
Politeness, Boldness, Compassion.

-Aanchal Shroff
F.Y.B.Ed
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AN ANGEL LIKE YOU

Sometimes I wish I could fly,
If everything was opposite,

Fly in the sky and disappear,

When less would be more,

To a place where no one,

The poor will be rich,

Could see me or hear.

And the rich will be poor.
I am surrounded by people all along,
Airplanes would fly underground,

But I still get the feeling I don’t belong,

Ship sails up in the sky,

Sometimes I wonder what’s going on,

Two will be single,

Have I actually done anything wrong?

One will be pair.

Ever since we’ve known each other,
We have bonded in some way or the other.

The tortoise would run swiftly,

You are a blessing from God,

And the hare slow.

An angel in disguise.

The green light would mean stop,

You are a miracle by which
I will always be surprised.

The red light would mean go.

In my life you have made a difference
And I want you to know,

If things were opposite,

That I am always going to love & care for

I would be you,

you,

And you would be me.

No matter the distance.

-Aanchal Shroff

That we share something special

F.Y.B.Ed

It’s something we can’t deny
For if we ever feel lost or have urge to cry
We have each other’s support,
To keep moving and fly.
-Aanchal Shroff
F.Y.B.Ed
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A GIRL...

Her feelings,
And every word is pure...

Oh! The world,

But once you wound her heart,

Do you know..?

It’s not easy to cure...

A girl is a river,
Let her flow...

Protect her, but support her,
Don’t deprive her of world’s beauty...

Don’t be the rocks,

Because not she but the world deserves her,

To block her way....

And as she feels it’s her duty...

Don’t break her heart,
Don’t betray...

She won’t tell anyone if she is hurt,
Instead she’ll quietly stand...

Her heart is as tender,

She waits for you to look deep,

As snow...

In her eyes and to understand...

Don’t let her dreams,
Just blow...

But so far in this world,
The truth is unknown...

Don’t misunderstand her,

The only way to understand a girl,

Let her sit by your side...

Is to be One’s Own...

Listen to what she has to say,
And reveal's what’s inside...

-Arshi Shaikh
F.Y.B.Ed
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BEING KIND

"Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see"
- Mark Twain.

It is rightly said by 'Mark Twain', kindness is the universal language that is comprehended
beyond the boundaries. Each and every individual understands and speaks this language. An
act of kindness never goes futile. If you are kind to someone it will reflect in your and his
behaviour.

Being kind to others instills a positive feeling and makes the world a better place to live.
Kindness is one of the seven virtues. It can be defined as the righteous and caring attitude
towards other. But the definition does not limit to these two words only. Kindness is a
complex term to comprehend yet simplest to realise. Showing kindness towards others gives
a feeling of joy and mirth to the recipient. The doer is also satiated by the feeling of warmth
and compassion. Kindness is the basic driving force of the nature. The nature is so kind to us
that it helps in flourishing the civilizations. The rising sun and the wandering clouds are all
the miracles of nature only. Though, the perspective completely changes with the scientific
reasoning, yet everyone agrees that the whole cosmos conspires to sustain life and hope.

Kindness is taught by every religion. Be it Christianity, Hinduism, Sikhism or Islam or any
other religion to name, all teaches to express kindness towards others. The term is not only
restricted to human implementation. But cruelty against all the living creatures is a sin. Even
the mute animals wave their tail as gesture when treated with kindness. Similar response is
shown by plants. They grow large and bear fruits as a response to the kind behaviour of their
care taker. Nature has her own ways of expressing gratitude and kindness.
Kindness is not a virtue to be adopted or showcased in specific situations. Rather, it should be
imbibed as the basic behavioural attribute by the human beings. Kindness is not only a
religious virtue. But it can be very well adjusted in all spheres of life. Being kind to your
siblings or peers helps to build a strong family foundation. Showing kindness to neighbours
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and colleagues help in developing a positive social environment. The language of kindness is
comprehended by each and every living being. If you have been kind to someone by ignoring
his small fault or simply said, 'never mind, take care next time', will always be remembered
by that person. As most of the time selfless deeds result in the most favourable and
flourishing deals of life.

'What goes around comes around'. So, just be polite and kind in your behaviour and the same
will come back to you. Being kind to self is equally important as being kind to others. Don't
be harsh to yourself and give space to the trivial mistakes in life. As, we only learn by
committing mistakes. Learn from the experience and move ahead in life.
-Iram Khalid
D.E.C.E

Education and Philosophy Of Life
Education is regarded as a powerful tool for individual as well as for the
development of nation. It is positively correlated with improved quality of life that is why in
India education is regarded as a means of improving efficiency, in all kind of activities
(Yogah Karmesu Kaushalam).
The Constitution of India has very well recognised the importance of education and declared
“elementary education” mandatory by law. Education is the means of self-actualisation and
self-expression. It enables an individual to proceed towards light form darkness (Tama Soma
Jyotir Gamaya). Education for all is an international goal as well as global commitment
which is the major concern for both developed and developing countries. Research and
development is to be promoted for identifying the problems for solving them with the use of
suitable methodology, media and materials. It helps in improving quality of learning
experience and thereby evolving effective teaching learning process by teachers.
As per our Indian ancient culture there are four pillars of education which are true for today’s
modern education also!
1) Learning to know: Let noble thoughts come to us from every side
2) Learning to do: ‘Karma Yoga’
3) Learning to live together: ‘Sahanaa Vavatu Sah Nou Bhunaktu’
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4) Learning to be: ‘Education is the manifestation of perfection already acquired’
The objectives of education are desired from culture, not necessarily from the western
culture. Each culture is inspired by one or the other philosophy of life, i.e. the way people
think about their life. With the change in global trends, the philosophy of education and life
also demand changes!
It reminds me some golden words by Alvin Toffler:
“The change of futuristic education is to develop future oriented self-directed learners.”
-Aanchal Shroff
F.Y.B.Ed

Parents… Our prized possession!
Have we ever given a thought about how much our parents do for us? We tend to ignore their
hard work by labeling it as their duty...Is it really their duty?? They do everything out of love;
they aren't liable to do the things for us. Even if we do consider it that way, don't you
consider yourself equally liable and responsible towards them?
Our parents go out of their way to fulfill all our desires ignoring their own! Their life is a
battle of compromises they fight just for us. All their aims and ambitions in life suddenly drift
only towards us, towards making our dreams come true, towards adding more meaning to our
lives. Our parents strive hard to make us strong and stable, enough to face the brutal world
we live in. A world whose value to us is greater than the ones who have made us, us! Why
aren't we considering them as our world? Their whole lives revolve around us? Why aren't we
even attempting to do the same?
They raised us well enough, we own our own independence, but does being independent
mean drifting apart from them? Can we not include them in our activities; we have time for
everything and everyone but somehow no time for our parents. Imagine if they did the same,
where would our lives be headed towards? Take a little time out and ask yourselves these
questions. I'm sure the answers would leave you with no choice but rushing home, and
hugging them. Family is home. We really are just homeless without them.
-Mir Nida Zehra
F.Y.B.Ed
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ALUMNI IMPRESSIONS
BTTC- A Journey of Possibilities and Learning
Have you ever asked yourself the question-“What is my destiny in this world? What does the
future hold for me?” We are asking ourselves these questions at key moments and junctures
in our lives. The questions are hard- and the answers are seldom straight-forward, easy or
accurate.
Actually, I have discovered; and with great difficulty… that life is like a box of chocolates; …
you never know what you are going to get.
Little did I know that BTTC will be a ‘box of chocolate’ that will be presented to me. What
will I see and learn? What will I discover? What will I take away? How will it impact our
lives? The answers to these questions came to me slowly and steadily by the delight
guidance, teaching and wisdom-filled revelations of my teachers in this esteemed institution
over a period of ten months.
Everything was new to us. Our surrounding, a new staff of teachers, students from all walks
and backgrounds of life. Some of us were fresh graduates with little or no experience… and
others were married with young ones who had not appeared for a professional exam for
decades. But this is where the magic of BTTC lies. Our professors understood and
appreciated our differences, identified and treasured our uniqueness… and encouraged us to
employ our time, energy and mind… and pass through a time tested ‘fire’ in such a manner as
to iron out our weakness, alienate our fears and allay our doubts. A fire- that I saw in every
teacher.
Though I could take the time and name each and every professor’s brilliant contribution
towards me, this would be unfair. When we appreciate a rainbow, we appreciate it as a
whole; and not because of its individual colours. When we wonder at the beauty of a carpet,
we can never decide what is more important or beautiful of the two threads; the golden or the
brown.
If BTTC is the sky, the teachers are its proud rainbow. Sometimes I smiled and laughed at
fun-filled lectures, sometimes I was awestruck by the learning I was receiving… at other
times I complained and groaned due to the intense work. I wondered why the experience at
BTTC had to be so extreme. And that’s when I got the answer. It’s Life; which like a roller
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coaster, takes us through steep climbs, hard turns, thrilling straight stretches and the
occasional dips. Our teachers simply did not provide us with fish. They taught us how to fish.
They taught us to navigate each turn of the roller-coaster smartly. They whispered into our
ears- “Life is a journey of possibilities and learning”. Both will never stop to come your way.
All we have to do is embrace it and enjoy it.”
And to say that these teachers, my Principal and the support staff were a part of my journey
to happiness is the complete truth.
Mr. Sarosh Baria
Member, Alumni Executive Body
B.Ed Batch 2009-10
The amount of help BTTC has rendered to me during my moulding period is unfathomable. It
has been a year since I left the care and support my teachers provided and moved in the
'Teaching Market'. They always warned us during classes by urging us to pay more attention
towards certain aspects as those would help us survive in the future. Now, when I encounter
certain situations at work their voices play in my mind and a smile lights up my face, that's
because my teachers had already taught me how to deal with such situations. Though I don't
see them every day, their suggestions, teachings, positive as well as negative comments are
certain things which will always remain with me. All those positive comments written behind
my lesson plans never fail to motivate me. BTTC is a memory which will always be
cherished by me.
Aradhika Tripathi
B.Ed Batch 2014-15
It is truly said that the journey is as important as the destination, for it is the journey that
teaches you innumerable lessons. It trains you to deal with situations that you may encounter
once you reach that final coveted destination. I undertook a similar journey along with a
hundred other aspiring teachers at BTTC and our goal was just one- to become competent
and proficient teachers. BTTC equipped me with all the capable tools and skills in a rigorous
1 year programme that brought out the best in me and enabled me to perform to the best of
my abilities even in the most high pressure situations possible. Today I am a full time
primary teacher at an esteemed international school and I have only my college BTTC to
thank for the astute guidance given to me from day one. The knowledge and skill set
provided to me in academics and beyond has been of immense benefit and has helped me to
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grow professionally and personally. BTTC held my hand and taught me to walk and then
before I could realise it I had reached my destination,and was flying.
Nicole Pestonjamaspn
B.Ed Batch 2014-15
BTTC is the reason of what and where I am today. I have learnt a lot from all the lovely
teachers who have always been open minded and have paved my path through their
experience, knowledge, appreciation, guidance, motivation and ever-lasting warm support.
They are the reason for encouraging and inspiring me to move forward and be so confident in
life. Dr. Mandeep Kochar has always been my inspiration to do my best and achieve
something better. She has taught me how to overcome barriers and apprehensions and never
to look back.
Today I am at a respectable post in JBCN International school, that is amazingly growing
fast, year after year. I thank BTTC and all the faculty members for making me stand in my
life for what I am today.
Hetal Shah
Coordinator Grade 1
JBCN International School
DECE Batch 2012-13

‘Metamorphosis’-that is exactly what a student of BTTC undergoes. You crawl in as a
caterpillar and fly out as a butterfly, all thanks to its entire staff. Right from the top, the
strong leadership of our principal, Dr. Mintu Sinha and a brilliant team of teachers and right
to the support staff, teach you a lesson everyday till you are with them and till the time you
continue being in touch with them.
A lesson of self-discovery; the teachers see that in you which you may not see in yourself or
may not believe you had it in you. The teachers of BTTC are teachers in the true sense of the
word, absolutely approachable, great guides and wise mentors. I cannot thank BTTC enough
for all it has done for me and its students.

Ms. Tasneem Chunia
Green Lawns High School
B.Ed Batch2004-05
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I am at a point in life where I am very satisfied with my professional and personal life and
most of its credit goes to BTTC and its amazing faculty for its unique and outstanding
education. It’s not just a teacher training course but a personality development course.
True to the magazine’s name, I underwent a real metamorphosis in the one year of my stay at
BTTC.
Sakina Rangwala
B.Ed Batch 2011-12

When I look back at the year I spent in BTTC, the first thing I remember is sleepless nights!
The schedule was incredibly hectic and admittedly I didn’t spent much time on introspection
then. But once it was over I realized how much I owed to my teachers there. Their
constructive personalized criticisms helped change my teaching technique for the better,
correcting my foibles. I discovered talents I didn’t know I had! We had plenty of variety in
education board to practice our teaching too. Many thanks to the staff for making the course
truly enlightening!
Marilyn Rebello
B.Ed Batch 2012-13

BTTC ruled all the search engines I surfed, also the newspapers and dial-a-search services, as
I looked for the TOP MOST teacher training institute to pursue my career as a teacher.
I have always said that the base-motivation which maneuvered my growth as a teacher was
the lasting impression of our principal, Dr. Mintu Sinha, our real mentor with exceptional
educational leadership qualities and all our faculty members right from the enthusiastic and
energetic coordinator Dr. Mandeep Kochar , the lady with the perfect attitude-Dr. Lubna
Mansuri, creative madam- Neelu Verma, very talented- Dr. Manisha Tyagi, professors with
grace and elegance- Dr. Meenakshi Lath, Mrs. Raju Talreja, Mrs. Rashmi Sinha, Dr. Rajeev
Jha, Dr. Ansari and everyone’s favourite, our fun loving and jovial Balani Sir.
They truly kept me inspired to be what I am, as I feel, I manifest a little bit of these qualities
in me. They molded me into this dynamic, creative, warm and loving Saira Ma’am that my
students, their parents, my institutional heads and colleagues know me to be.
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All the rigorous training workshops, teaching and explanations that are conducted with a dash
of warmth and magnitude of professionalism is a perfect concoction needed to churn out the
best teachers’ batch year after year.
BTTC continues to hold its prominent position in the Indian educational terrain and broaden
the horizon of dedication and imagination needed in teaching as a profession, to think much
beyond the boundaries of a formal teaching-learning process.
I wish team BTTC all the very best in each of their endeavor. BTTC ROCKS!
Saira Batola
Teacher/Coordinator
Ryan International School, Chembur
DECE Batch 2013-14

We all make certain decisions in life which makes us extremely proud of ourself. Well,
enrolling for the B.Ed course at BTTC is one decision I’m extremely proud of as it changed
my outlook in life. The professors were true mentors as they took the course beyond teacher
training, they taught us how to put our best foot forward under all circumstances. The B.Ed
year brings back all the pleasant memories right from grueling lectures to shouldering the
responsibility of being a part of the student council and magazine committee. BTTC gave us
the opportunity to make mistakes and learn from them. BTTC laid a strong platform for me to
pursue my M.Ed course and finish it with flying colors. I truly believe where I am today is
because of the right guidance I received at the right time.
Ruchi Mehta
B.Ed Batch 2011-12
I completed my DECE from BTTC college in the year 2012 – 13. Academically speaking, the
workshops, the assignments, the practice teaching and every component of the course was
just superb, nothing could be better taught or covered in the course. DECE was just not an
academic course, it was the entire package of real life learning experience. My college, my
professors and my course has just not imparted the academic knowledge but given an
experience based training and taught me real life skills which a teacher needs to acquire
before pursuing the esteemed teaching profession. I never felt I was in the college, the kind of
knowledge and the support which was provided by the professors always made me feel like
an integral part of the BTTC family. I am currently working at Podar Education Network as a
Creative Curriculum Developer since past 2 years. People say education takes you to places, I
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would rather say if the college is like BTTC then it definitely takes you to places. I would
soon pursue my further courses into education but only and only from BTTC.
Nishita Patel
DECE Batch 2013-14

After long hiatus, I decided to go back to work when my daughter was four years old. This
meant for me a change of profession from Human Resource to Teaching. Four years on, I
cannot think of any place else other than BTTC where it could have been possible as smooth
as it occurred. This must have been an overall experience for many as BTTC was
recommended as the first choice by many teachers. I learned many useful things from the
constructive criticism of the BTTC faculty members, especially from Mandeep ma'am.
Although, it was hard being a mother of a 4-year-old, seeing the faculty members as icons
helped me develop self-confidence and perseverance. With Mandeep ma'am, I always felt a
comfort zone of a person with whom I can share my problems. Her grace and politeness, yet
being firm, taught me skills that come helpful in my current job when dealing with high
profile parents as well in maintaining a cordial relationship with my colleagues. Selecting me
as the GS and the trust bestowed on me helped me to think differently about myself. In
retrospect, I truly cherish my year at BBTC, with my teachers and friends. The credit for
whatever I have achieved now professionally goes to BTTC.
Urmila Chakraborty
DECE Batch 2013-14

It is the supreme art of a teacher to awaken joy in creative expression and knowledge
-Albert Einstein
I would like to thank BTTC for its guidance, support and making us who we are today. I may
not remember everything said by our teachers, but I will always remember how special they
made us feel. We found a friend and a guide in our teachers. All the teachers have planted
seeds of knowledge in us, sprinkled it with joy and nurtured its growth. I thank BTTC for a
great year and going the extra mile for us.
Indermohan Kaur
B.Ed Batch 2001-02
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